
by BILL SMITH

Th e  t h i rd 
a n n u a l 
alumni fun-

draising bowling 
tournament was 
held at Bay Lanes 
on Saturday, March 
24, and was a near 
sell-out. 

There were 94 
alumni at the event, 
67 bowlers and 27 
socials. 

Tim McGraw 
‘77 from Michigan 
and Mike Gatsos 
‘77 from Virginia 
came in from out of 
town to participate. 
Bay Lanes was hop-
ping that night and 
brought back many 
memories for the 
attendees.

The event 
raised over $1,600 that will go toward funding two 
academic achievement scholarships to Bay High 
School seniors in the coming year. 

The contest pitted each class year against each 
other for two prizes. 

by TARA WENDELL

As part of our mission to 
inform and engage the 
community, the Westlake | 

Bay Village Observer hosted Mayor 
Dennis Clough, along with mem-
bers of his administration and City 
Council, for a special State of the 
City address to an audience of resi-
dents on March 19.

Earlier in the month Clough 
offered his presentation to the 
business community, speaking 
for the 34th year at the West Shore 
Chamber of Commerce luncheon. 
This year, in what promises to be 
a new annual tradition, Clough 
accepted the Observer’s invitation 

to share his address with Westlake 
residents during an evening ses-
sion at the recreation center.

An affable speaker, polished 
by his decades in office, the may-
or’s appearances are among the 
chamber’s most well-attended 
events of the year. In his address 
to the residents, Clough adopted 
an even more conversational style, 
bantering with the audience and 
encouraging questions.

He was clearly in his element, 
sharing with residents the annual 
speech where he gets to brag 
about the position that Westlake 
is in, an undeniably solid stand-
ing spurred by decades of con-
trolled growth.

“The city of Westlake can boast 
of a very strong, sound financial 
position,” Clough said. “It’s taken a 
lot of work, it’s taken a lot of years, 
but we are committed to improv-
ing the quality of services as well 
as managing the tax dollars so that 
we can keep the taxes pretty low.”

The city’s general fund balance 
was over $37 million in 2018, up 
from $969,000 when Clough took 
office in 1986. The city’s total debt 
dropped to $4.6 million last year 
from $13 million in 1986, peaking 
at $35 million in the late ‘90s.

Westlake has the lowest resi-
dential and commercial property 
taxes of all West Shore communities, 
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Westlake Mayor Dennis Clough spoke at the recreation center on March 19.

 » See CLOUGH page 4

Bay alumni bowling 
event raises funds 
for scholarships

Terry Kavelac ’77, as The Dude 
from “The Big Lebowski,” was 
named best dressed.

Mayor Clough shares annual State   
of the City address with residents
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by ELLIE PEIFFER

The United Meth-
o d i s t  C h u rc h 
(UMC) has been 

in the news recently after 
delegates of the global 
denomination met in a 
Special-Called Session of 
the General Conference 
to address long-standing 
disagreements around 

human sexuality and the 
inclusion of LGBTQIA 
persons in the full life of 
the church.

Headlines from this 
Conference – where a 
narrow majority of del-
egates voted to uphold 
the worldwide-church’s 
bans on same-gender 
unions and “self-avowed, 
practicing” gay clergy – 

may lead some to ques-
tion if United Methodist 
churches are friendly to 
LGBTQIA persons. 

Rest assured, in spite 
of the vote approving 
the “Traditional Plan” 
as amended, Westlake 
United Methodist Church 
remains a welcoming 
congregation.

Westlake UMC is 

an open and affirming 
house of worship for all 
of God’s children with a 
long history and tradi-
tion as a progressive, 
mission-focused church. 

In 2001, the church 
formalized this commit-
ment to inclusion into the 
congregation’s Vision & 
Value statements. It is core 
to Westlake UMC’s iden-
tity to “welcome people of 
all ages, races, social and 
economic backgrounds, 
sexual orientations and 
gender identities.”

Westlake United Methodist Church 
continues to welcome all people

 » See WELCOME page 6

Westlake Girl Scout Troop 
earns Bronze Award
by JENN RICHARDS

With cooperation 
from Dover 
Intermediate 

School students and staff, 
Westlake Girl Scout Troop 
70081 earned their Bronze 
Award. The Bronze Award 
is the highest honor possi-
ble for a Junior Girl Scout 
and requires over 20 hours 
of work from each girl.

For their Bronze 
Award project, they found 
ways to improve indoor 
and outdoor recess at 
Dover Intermediate 
School. The students have 
indoor recess during bad 
weather, very cold or rainy 

days. At indoor recess they 
sit at tables and some-
times talk to each other, 
or watch a movie. 

The girls had the idea 
of playing games as a way 
to improve indoor recess. 
The girls held a game drive 
to collect new or gently 
used board or card games. 
In total, 59 games were 
donated to the game drive. 

The girls then sorted 
and organized the games 
and put them on a game 
cart. The girls taught the 
aides how to use the game 
cart and the rules. Now 
indoor recess will be more 
fun and more enjoyable.
 » See GIRL SCOUTS page 14
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by LYDIA GADD

Over a year ago, 
eight West Shore 
senior centers 

(Avon, Bay Village, Fair-
view Park, Lakewood, 
North Olmsted, North 
Ridgeville, Rocky River 
and Westlake) worked on 
a collaborative website, 
combining eight differ-
ent activity calendars 
and newsletter informa-
tion in one place. The 
result, www.westshore-
seniors.org, provides an 
easier platform to obtain 
resources and information 
from surrounding com-
munities. The participat-
ing senior centers already 
enjoyed a strong collab-
orative relationship, so we 
were natural partners.

Hearing about our 
collaboration sparked an 
idea for Kelly Dylag, presi-
dent and CEO of the Far 
West Center, a commu-
nity mental health center 
serving the West Shore 
community. The Far West 
Center strives to help per-
sons achieve their highest 
level of mental health and 
well-being.

Knowing that senior 
centers play an essential 
role in the emotional 
health and well-being of 
their members, the idea 
for “Senior Strong” was 
hatched. With the help 
of Bob Piovarchy, clinical 
supervisor and program 

coordinator, the program 
received grant funding 
through the ADAMHS 
Board (Alcohol Drug and 
Mental Health Services).

Senior Strong is an 
innovative program link-
ing area senior centers 
and the Far West Center 
as partners to assist 
older adults strengthen 
emotional health, build 
resilience, and reduce the 
risk of suicide and other 
mental health problems. 
The goal is to reduce risk 
factors for mental health 
issues through increased 
awareness of good mental 
health practices, educa-
tional sessions around 
anxiety, depression, 
loneliness, fear, loss and 
trauma, and coping skill 
development for stress 
management and life sat-
isfaction. 

Another goal involves 
training senior center staff 
in early identification of 
trouble signs. One of the 
best parts is that these ser-
vices are delivered onsite at 
the senior centers to help 
reduce the stigma barrier 
that can exist for people 
seeking mental health 
help.

Over the past couple 
of years, Bob Piovarchy 
has already been co-
facilitating a monthly 
program here at the West-
lake Senior and Commu-
nity Services Center called 
“Aging Alone.” The idea 

is that every month we 
address topics that cause 
worry for seniors who 
live alone. The meeting 
quickly became popular, 
and soon our roomful of 
seniors was “Aging Alone 
…Together.” The Senior 
Strong program is a nice 
addition to this valuable 
program.

Senior Strong will be 
presenting a weekly series 
titled “Mental Health 
Matters” at the Westlake 
Senior and Community 
Services Center. Partici-
pants will learn to pro-
mote strong emotional 
health, reduce risk fac-
tors, develop supportive 
relationships and coping 
skills. The program is 
facilitated by a licensed 
counselor and is offered 
free of charge. It will 
take place on Thursdays 
beginning April 4. Call 
440-899-3544 to reserve 
your seat.

In addition to this, 
the Far West counselor 
can meet individually with 
seniors up to three times, 
also free of charge.

All and all, Senior 
Strong is a great opportu-
nity for seniors. For more 
information, contact 
Donna Feorene, Westlake 
Senior and Community 
Services outreach coor-
dinator, at 440-899-3544. 
The Westlake Center is 
located at 29694 Center 
Ridge Road. 

Senior Strong: Far West Center 
partners with area senior centers

by JAYNE BROESTL

Perhaps you are not 
familiar with the 
A k r o n - S u m m i t 

County Public Library’s 
(ASCPL) local history and 
genealogy collection in 
their Special Collections 
Department. While their 
collection focus is pri-
marily on Ohio and the 
surrounding states, you 
should note that they hold 
materials for the states of 
the eastern seaboard, New 
England and the South.

Historically, ASCPL 
has been a great resource 
for the genealogical 
researcher. In 2003, before 
the microfilm records of 
Ohio Deaths 1908-1944 
were made available 
online at familysearch.

org, ASCPL purchased the 
microfilm from the Ohio 
Historical Society for 
public access, thus saving 
Ohio researchers both 
time and money.   

Fast forward to now. 
For their Wednesday, April 
17, meeting, the Cuyahoga 
West Chapter of the Ohio 
Genealogical Society has 
invited Jane Gramlich, 
librarian for ASCPL Special 
Collections and vice presi-
dent of Cuyahoga Valley 
Chapter, OGS, to present 
“Resources and Services 
in the Special Collections 
Division, Akron-Summit 
County Public Library.”

Jane will cover the 
genealogy and local his-
tory resources offered, 
such as books, periodi-
cals, databases, archival 

collections and digital 
collections. She will also 
discuss the other services 
provided, such as classes 
and programs, research 
assistance, lookups and 
copies, and their newslet-
ter Past Pursuits.

The meeting will be 
held in the Porter Room, 
Westlake Porter Public 
Library, 27333 Center 
Ridge Road. Program 
begins at 7:00 p.m. Social 
time, with refreshments, 
is from 6:30-7:00 p.m. The 
public is invited, free of 
charge. For more infor-
mation, email cuyahog-
awest@gmail.com or visit 
Cuyahoga West Chapter’s 
full website that is now 
accessible with updated 
information at sites.root-
sweb.com/~ohcwogs. 

Genealogical collections at Akron-
Summit County Public Library

by JOANNE PENKALSKI

Westlake Porter Public 
Library welcomes the 
2019 outdoor season with 

the Westlake Garden Club. Founded 
in 1963 by a group of women dedi-
cated to promoting beauty in the 
garden and in the home, several 
men have also joined the ranks in 
recent years. Club meetings and 
events focus on horticultural edu-
cation that promotes and fosters 
civic beauty and community con-
servation.

WPPL hosts regular Garden 
Club meetings every third Wednes-
day of the month from March 
through December. When the 
season is in full swing, meetings 
may be off-site through a variety 
of field trips and outings. Activities 
include civic projects in the city and 
surrounding communities along 
with guest speakers at regularly 
scheduled meetings.

General meetings are open 
to the public but membership is 
required for special events. The 2019 
schedule is as follows:
• April 17, 12:45 p.m. – Wes Davis 

from the Westlake Watershed 
Group

• May 15, 11:30 a.m. – Green Corps 
Teen Works Program (off-site, 
Cleveland Botanical Garden)

• June 19, 5 p.m. – Garden Walks (off-
site, members only)

• July 17, 6 p.m. – Picnic (off-site, 
members only)

• Aug. 23, 10 a.m. – American Greet-
ings headquarters tour with Dan 
Weiss

• Sept. 4, 7 p.m. – Amy Ricciardi 
from Western Reserve Land Con-
servancy

• Oct. 16, 7 p.m. – Medical Marijuana 
Discussion with Dr. Dvora Nelson, 
Lakewood Medical Clinic

• Nov. 20, 7 p.m. – Owls in Ohio with 
Jim Tomko, Audubon Society of 
Cleveland

• Dec. 18 – Installation/Holiday 
Party (off-site, members only)

For more information about 
membership and/or upcoming 
events, please contact Kathy Bru-
ening at 440-385-7566 or kebruen@
att.net, visit westlakegardenclub.
org or check out their new Face-
book page.

Porter Library has over 800 gar-
dening, landscape and horticulture 
titles, plus you’ll find many related 
magazines in our Reading Room, 
including BirdWatching, Country 
Living, Fine Gardening, HGTV, 
Horticulture, Mother Earth News, 
Ohio Gardener and This Old House. 
We can also access SearchOhio and 
OhioLink for materials that may be 
available outside of our collection.

Visit us in person or online at 
westlakelibrary.org or call us at 440-
871-2600 and we’ll be happy to help 
you find inspiration for beautifying 
your yard this season. 

Westlake 
Garden Club is 
ready to grow
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GIVE YOUR CHILD AN 
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Start giving your kids all the advantages of Kumon. 
To learn more, we invite you to schedule a Free Placement Test today!

Enroll them in Kumon today!
Enrolling your kids at a Kumon Center allows them to gain the full 

benefits of the Kumon Math and Reading Program, including having  
an instructor there to guide, motivate, and encourage them.

Kumon Math and Reading Center of Westlake
26583 Center Ridge Rd., Westlake, OH 44145
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kumon.com/westlake-oh
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The Westlake-Westshore Arts Council invites you to a 

JAZZ BRUNCH
    Featuring Ann Gilbert on bass, Dan Maier on piano, and Bill Marx on drums. 

Sunday, April 28, 2019     
12:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Westwood Country Club
22625 Detroit Road, Rocky River
Complimentary Valet Parking Provided
$40.00 per person
Cash Bar, Chinese Auction, 50/50 Raffle 
Proceeds benefit the Scholarship Fund of 
The Westlake–Westshore Arts Council. 
For more information: 440-554-7522 or w-wac.org 

to Gillian 
     on her 37th 
           birthday
                                      By Michael Brady

St. Barnabas Parkside Hall, Bay Village 
Tickets: baytheater.org or 440-847-8494

March 29 - April 7  
Bay Theater presents

Westlake pancake breakfast and race
by VICTOR RUTKOSKI

The Westlake Kiwanis will hold their 
spring pancake breakfast on Sunday, 

April 7. The breakfast will take place from 
8 a.m. to 1 p.m. in the Westlake High 
School cafeteria, 27830 Hilliard Blvd. The 
breakfast is being held in conjunction 
with the Hermes Westlake Spring Fever 
run to benefit LakeShore Day Camp, 
Westlake Kiwanis.

Breakfast includes all the pan-
cakes you can eat! Plus sausage, orange 
juice, milk, coffee and tea. Tickets are 
$6. Children 6 and under eat for free.. 
The Westlake Kiwanis will be donating 
funds toward projects benefiting chil-
dren throughout the Westlake commu-

nity such as holiday food baskets for the 
disadvantaged, student scholarships, the 
Westlake High School Key Club, Builders 
Club and Aktion Club.

The Westlake Spring Fever is a 
2-mile or 4-mile run kicking off at 9 a.m. 
from Westlake High. Race registration is 
$25 in advance. Discounted tickets for 
the pancake breakfast of $5 are avail-
able to race registrants. To sign up, visit 
hermescleveland.com.

If you would like to join an active 
volunteer group and give back to your 
community on many worthwhile proj-
ects, please contact Kiwanis member-
ship chairperson Robert Clancy at 
440-327-2466 or 440-289-7216 or rclan-
cy328@gmail.com. 

by STAN GRISNIK

The annual Bay Village Kiwanis Club 
Pancake Breakfast will be held at 

the Bay Middle School cafeteria, 27725 
Wolf Road, on Sunday, April 7, from 8:00 
am to noon. The cost is $7, with chil-
dren under 6 eating for free. Purchase 
pre-sale tickets from any of our Kiwanis 
members for $6.

The ticket price includes pancakes, 
sausage and beverages. Carry-out is 
available for those in a hurry. The Fai-
rytale Foundation princesses will be 
there again this year and there will be 
crafts for the children.          

The Bay Village Kiwanis Club, 
along with the Bay High School Key 
Club, have been providing support to 
the educational community through 
fundraisers like these for more than 50 
years. So help us continue that support 
and have a great meal.

To find out more about Kiwanis 
and what we do, join us at one of our 
meetings. They are held at Bay United 
Methodist Church, located at the corner 
of Lake and Bassett roads, most Tuesday 
evenings at 7 p.m. following a 6:30 p.m. 
dinner. Visit bayvillagekiwanis.com for 
more information, or visit our Facebook 
page, Bay Village Kiwanis. 

The Fairytale Foundation princesses and princes will enchant the Bay 
Kiwanis pancake breakfast on April 7.Builders Club members volunteered at last year’s breakfast.

Kiwanis clubs serving up pancakes Sunday,  April 7
Bay Village pancake breakfast
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and earmarks a portion of its 
income tax collection for infra-
structure improvements, via a 
tax levy. That three-eighths per-
cent levy will be up for renewal 
by voters this November.

All of the city’s road, water 
line and storm sewer projects 
are funded by the levy. “In order 
to keep the quality of roads that 
we have, we need to have that 
renewed,” said Clough.

Designed as a 15-year levy 
in 1993 and renewed in 2006, the 
city wanted to give voters the 
option to vote down a renewal 
if they weren’t satisfied with the 
way funds were being spent.

“We wanted to make sure 
we had a designated source 
for infrastructure,” Clough 
explained. “What’s the first 
thing that cities cut out when 
they don’t have enough money? 
Capital projects, infrastructure. 
So we designated that for that 
purpose.”

On the subject of infra-
structure, Clough discussed the 
status of Westlake’s plan to pur-

chase water from suppli-
ers in Cleveland, Avon 
Lake and Elyria/North 
Ridgeville, stating that “it 
makes sense to explore 
all opportunities.”

The primary stick-
ing point in Cleve-
land Water’s contract 
language has been a 
requirement that West-
lake turn over all of its 
water lines. The city cur-
rently owns 80 percent 
of its water lines, while 
Cleveland Water owns 
the main trunk lines.

Westlake has spent 
more than $30 million 
in the last decade or so 
replacing old lines as 
roadwork projects are 
completed. Clough expressed 
concern that Cleveland Water 
would be able to invest the 
needed funds to continue 
replacing aging lines.

“If you want to replace a 
road that’s got a bad water line 
in it, you’ve got to ask [Cleveland 
Water] to come out and replace 
that water line and you’re com-
peting with all the other cities 
in Cuyahoga County whose 

water lines are probably older 
and we’d just stand in line. We’ve 
been doing that for years; that’s 
why we depend on ourselves.”

The issue has been tied up 
in the courts for several years, 
although Clough indicated that 
most rulings have gone in West-
lake’s favor. The city expects to 
start moving forward again with 
meetings in 3-4 months.

Other major projects 
Clough talked about included 

the Clague Park aquatic center, 
estimated to be finished in late 
spring/early summer, and the 
new community center, which 
is still a year and a half away.

The future of Meadowood 
Golf Course was discussed, 
with Clough explaining that no 
decisions will be made until the 
aquatic center and community 
center are completed. One golf 
course bidder indicated a desire 
to turn the current community 

center adjacent to the course 
into a restaurant.

Residents asked more 
than a dozen questions about 
roads, development sites and 
traffic issues, among others. 
Mayor Clough provided candid 
answers, seeming to enjoy the 
opportunity to interact with the 
community. The full address 
and Q&A session will be avail-
able on the city’s website and 
cable TV channel. 

CLOUGH              
from front page    

Monday, April 8, 2019 | 10:30 a.m. 
Join us for entertainment and a guest appearance 
from the Easter Bunny. Bring your camera!
All attending will enjoy complimentary food and 
drinks along with a special gift.

Front lobby.

Please RSVP by April 6, 2019 
to Kayleen Wilson 
440-348-5424

BAY VILLAGE | FAIRVIEW PARK | LAKEWOOD | NORTH OLMSTED | NORTH RIDGEVILLE

605 Bradley Road
ONeillHC.com

Brunch 
with Friends
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Mayor Clough converses with Westlake residents during his State of the City address on March 19.

by JESSICA STOCKDALE

“Some people say I have great 
attention to detail,” starts off 
artist Nicole Schneider. “But 

really, I think I just have OCD,” she finishes 
with a laugh.

When it comes to decision making, the 
artist explains that she has to “think through 
even the most basic decisions a thousand 
times before I make a move. I am constantly 
considering the question of ‘What If?’” And 
thus, her art for the BAYarts exhibition “The 
Color of Walls” was born. The work is from 
a series called “Negotiations” and has been 

honed through “endless variations in similar 
visual elements” for the end result to form.

Each piece of work began as scribbles 
in sketchbooks that were photocopied into 
different sizes. Through layers of silkscreen 
prints and reliefs, the pieces evolved.

The artwork has an ongoing conversa-
tion between discipline and anarchy. Along 
with those suggestive scribbles, there are 
organic drips from spray paint and smears 
of paint. These play against geometric 
shapes that have no time for nonsense.

Schneider likes the contrast because of 
what it says about thoughts. “The interplay 
and repetition of these opposing formal ele-

ments create a visual dialog that mimics 
the way the brain gathers, organizes, and 
prioritizes information.”

Schneider says that her thoughts have 
been drawn to “themes of order and chaos” 
because of the “psychological processes of 
trying to impose order over chaos, or even 
just attempting to make sense of the chaos” 
that happens when you’re a mother of an 
8-month-old and a 3-year-old.

Much like living with children, her art 
is exciting and full of surprises.

An opening reception will be held 
Friday, April 12, 7-9 p.m. The exhibition will 
be on display through May 3. 

BAYarts features Nicole Schneider’s ‘Negotiations’

“Negotiations 15” by Nicole 
Schneider
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by MICHAEL NOCK

You’re good to your dad – always 
looking for ways to get him out, to 
spend time with him, and to make 

sure his pantry is stocked. Taking him to 
the grocery store is the ideal way to check 
all of these boxes at once.

Here are nine pro tips to maximize 
your shopping experience with him, from 
someone who has the sincere privilege of 
shopping with our parents’ generation a 
few times every week.  

1. Check your “obligation” mindset 
at the door. Don’t think of this outing as 
a weekly nutritional imperative. With the 
right attitude, it can be the buddy movie 
you never got around to making: “Dad and 
Ted’s Excellent Adventure.”

2. Walk in his shoes. Would you 
rather enter the town square grocery 
store behind a walker or shopping cart? 

Your first car-to-walker-to-cart transition 
at the store’s entrance is indeed a signifi-
cant leap of faith. Once mastered, it’ll be a 
point of pride for each of you every week.

3. Establish a routine. Start by making 
sure Dad has a list. Over the past several 
months, my trips with a 95-year-old 
superman get faster every week because 
he’s constantly fine-tuning it, and I’m 
learning his preferences.

4. Be there when you’re needed. And 
hang back when you’re not. Remember: 
constant vigilance, but proper distance. 
Dad’s stepping out, and treating him like 
an old man takes the fun out of it. Digni-
ty first, always. (Except in the automated 
checkout line. Ask him to step aside for 
a minute.)

5. Make yourself useful. If Dad can be 
alone, take some short solo missions to 
pick up distant or heavy items like laundry 
detergent or beverages, and bring them 

back to the cart. Upper- and ground-level 
shelves also are entirely your domain.

6. Respect his choices, especially 
when you disagree. Even if he’s 
watching his pennies, you need to 
know he’s better off with: easy-open 
packaging; smaller sizes he’ll be able 
to handle and eat while fresh; and 
expiration dates that line up with 
his personal meal schedule.

7. Let him roam. Don’t overlook 
the “outing” and “social” elements of 
this exercise. It’s likely he was protected 
from the grocery arena when your mom 
was around. Now it’s his turn to enjoy the 
serendipitous meetings of old neighbors 
and church friends. If he sees a former 
golf partner four aisles away, make sure 
they connect, and keep your distance.

8. Have some fun. Get your money’s 
worth at the sample stands. Joke about 
the 27 mustard varieties. And for God’s 
sake make sure there’s some pie or choc-
olate or Cabernet in his cart. Your ideal 
high-fiber, all-green diet for Dad won’t 
necessarily extend his life ... it will only 
seem longer to him.

9. Finish the job. Putting his gro-
ceries away is a favor and a wellness 
check-in. The road to rotting fruit is 

paved with good intentions in the 
produce section. Last week I warned 
a client his electric bill would triple if 
he didn’t start working on that Ensure 
fortress in his fridge. Make sure he eats 
what he buys, and remember: Dad 
cannot live on bread alone.

Finally, before you wave goodbye, 
do not suppress the urge to flash back 
a half-century when you were the one 
barely managing the cart on your big day 
with Dad. Then get out your calendar, 
and make a date for next week. 

27100 Knickerbocker Road, Bay Village   |   (440) 871-3234   |   KnickerbockerApartments.us

 62 & Older
 Pet Friendly
 Efficiencies & 1 Bedrooms
 Senior Transportation Available
 Independent Living
 Resident Activities
 Affordable Shopping Nearby
 On-Site Eliza Jennings Health Clinic

24 Hour Emergency Service     Live-In Manager

Rent Includes: All Utilities & Senior Cable

SENIOR LIVING

The joy of grocery 
shopping with your dad

by MORGAN PASKERT

Spring is here and soon 
you will see baby animals 
in your neighborhood. As 

Lake Erie Nature & Science Cen-
ter’s wildlife staff prepares for 
their busiest season of the year, 
here are some of their do’s and 
don’ts for helping baby wildlife.

DO: Allow baby wildlife 
to grow up in their natural 
environment

Baby animals are vulner-
able, yet resilient. Pets, preda-
tors and automobiles are all a 
natural part of their urban and 
suburban environments. Baby 
wildlife must grow up among 
these circumstances in order 
to learn how to successfully co-
exist with them.

DON’T: Assume baby 
wildlife is abandoned

Baby wildlife is rarely aban-
doned in nature and mothers 

often leave their young unat-
tended for hours. For instance, 
a fawn lying quietly by itself with 
no mother in sight is perfectly 
normal. Deer do this to protect 
their young, as the presence of 
an adult would attract the atten-
tion of predators.

Certain baby animals are 

not supposed to be left alone, 
including ducklings and gos-
lings. If you are unsure if an 
animal needs help, always call 
Lake Erie Nature & Science 
Center at 440-471-8357 before 
intervening.

DO: Monitor your yard 
for nests

Monitor your lawn before 
cutting the grass, as Eastern 
Cottontail Rabbits often build 
their nesting sites in yards 
and open spaces. If you find a 
nest, do not move the bunnies 
or their mother will be unable 
to find them. She will return 
at dusk and dawn to feed and 
groom her babies.

Check for bird nests before 
trimming branches and other 
landscaping. If you find a baby 
bird with skin still visible, place 
it back in its nest or in an artifi-
cial nest. If fully feathered but 
unable to fly, the bird is a fledg-
ing that should be left alone to 
learn critical survival behaviors.

DON’T: Feed or provide 
care for baby wildlife

Baby wildlife will never 
receive the same quality of care 
from humans as they would 
receive from their natural par-
ents. Each species requires a 
specialized diet and feeding an 
animal the wrong food can be 
harmful to its health. Human 
care can cause serious damage 
to the animal and should be 

seen as a last resort.
DO: Call a wildlife rehab-

ber if you find an injured 
animal

If you find an injured 
animal or have questions about 
wildlife, call Lake Erie Nature & 
Science Center at 440-471-8357 
before intervening. The Center 
provides free wildlife rehabilita-
tion services to the public 7 days 
a week between 9:00 a.m. and 
4:00 p.m.

DON’T: Give baby ani-
mals as Easter gifts

Easter is approaching, and 
so is the important reminder 
that rabbits, chicks and duck-
lings are not low-maintenance 
pets. These animals can live for 
many years and require proper 
care and attention, like any dog 
or cat. Many people are per-
suaded by pet stores and breed-
ers to purchase baby animals as 
Easter gifts, then abandon them 
once the holiday fun is over. 
Always do your research before 
purchasing a pet and know that 
you are providing them with a 
forever home. 

Check your yard for rabbit nesting sites before cutting the grass.

Baby wildlife do’s and don’ts
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“Jesus showed love and compassion 
to all people and we always seek to do 
the same,” said the Rev. Mollie Gordon 
Brown, senior pastor of Westlake UMC.

As an example of its ongoing out-
reach to people of all backgrounds, 
Westlake UMC recently became a 
multi-site church with the addition of a 
second campus in Cleveland at W. 86th 
and Clark. Both church campuses – the 
Suburban Campus in Westlake and the 
Simpson Metro West (SMW) campus in 
Cleveland – will continue to welcome all 
people regardless of sexual orientation 
and gender identity as members seek to 
live so that others want to follow Jesus 
for the transformation of the world.

“Our commitment to the SMW 
campus is an extension of this dedica-
tion to including all persons,” explained 
the Rev. Paige Boyer, associate pastor/
SMW campus pastor. “I am deeply sorry 
for the pain and hurt experienced by our 
LGBTQIA siblings in Christ as a result 
of the outcome of the Special General 
Conference.”

The United Methodist Church is 
going through a season of important 
self-examination and growth. For some, 

this season seems long and overdue. 
Bishop Tracy S. Malone, the resident 
bishop of the local East Ohio Confer-
ence of The United Methodist Church, 
reaffirmed her unwavering commitment 
to the transformation of the church and 
of the world.

In an address following the Special 
General Conference, Malone stated, “I 
will continue to be committed to work 
with you, alongside you, and journey 
with you as we continue to learn togeth-
er and think creatively and strategically 
together about the future of our church 
together, one that embodies the full 
inclusion of all persons including our 
LGBTQIA siblings. I will continue to 
journey with you as we all work forward 
and advocate forward God’s inclusive 
love for the world.”

During the Special General Con-
ference, the Traditional Plan passed as 
amended by only 54 votes. Keep in mind 
that as The United Methodist Church 
is a worldwide body, many of the del-
egates who voted for the Traditional Plan 
represented countries where same-sex 
relations are still prohibited by law. In 
listening to reports from the meeting, 
it appears a significant majority of del-
egates from North America voted against 
this plan and for another plan that 
allowed for contextualization around 

the full inclusion of LGBTQIA persons.
In our divisive culture, we sorely 

need examples of unity in diversity. 
Without diversity, we miss out on the 
full breadth of God’s creative expression. 
At Westlake UMC, that unity in diver-
sity worships together in the pews every 
week. There is room for everyone.

In his sermon “Catholic Spirit,” 
John Wesley, the 18th-century Anglican 
priest who became the founder of Meth-
odism, spoke to this diversity saying, 

“Though we cannot think alike, may 
we not love alike? May we not be of one 
heart, though we are not of one opinion? 
Without all doubt, we may.”

Westlake UMC welcomes every 
child of God to experience worship 
during any of the five weekly worship 
opportunities at either campus or online 
at www.westlakeumc.org. ALL are wel-
come for a journey of growth both indi-
vidually and as a community seeking to 
transform the world.  

Rev. Mollie Gordon Brown and Rev. Paige Boyer celebrate communion in 
July 2018 as Westlake UMC became one church in two locations with a 
second campus in Cleveland.

WELCOME           
from front page    

Winning class years will be displayed 
on hand-crafted bowling pins created 
by Randall Oldrieve ‘75; and will be on 
display in the high school sports hall 
until the next Alumni Madness. We had 
26 classes ranging from the Class of 1955 
to 2006 participating.

The Class of 1975 defended their 
title and won the Rocket Pin for the 
most pins (2,486), followed by the class 
of 1977 (2,312) and class of 1974 (1,083). 
The Class of 1977 won the King Pin for 
the most money raised, with the class of 
1975 second and the class of 1966 third.

On the individual level the following 
were the best averages 

• Men, 1st place: Bobby St. Vincent 
‘98 – 233

• Men, 2nd place: Bill Nally ‘72 – 181
• Women, 1st place: Deb Nagel ‘74 – 

130
•  Women, 2nd place: Amy Ross ‘94 

– 126
• Average for all bowlers: 106

Hopefully Bobby St. Vincent was on 
the Bay High bowling team in his day. 
Bobby also had the high game of 244.

The highest average score on each 
lane also won a shoe bag displaying the 
Bay Alumni Madness/Bay Lanes logo. 
The following were the winners:

• Bob Schopp ‘66 – 109
• Bill Nally ‘72 – 181
• Debbie Nagel ‘74 – 130
•  Jim Prusha ‘76 – 139
• Phil Nye ‘82 – 121
• Carl Tippit ‘75 – 119

• Bill Hill ‘77 – 123
• Curt Snyder ‘77 – 146
• TJ Zingalis ‘94 – 148
•  Jessica Parsson ‘91 – 119
• Bobby St Vincent ‘98 – 233

Other prizes included:
• Best shoes: John Noell ‘74, wearing 

a classic vintage pair.
• Best dressed individual was in quite 

an outfit: Terry Kavelec ‘77 dressed 

as “The Dude” from “The Big Leb-
owski”

• Best dressed team: Class of 1977 
(including Jesus from “The Big Leb-
owski” and stylish Hawaiian and 
bowling shirts)

• Best looking bowling ball: Deb Nagel 
‘74 

• Door Prize: Jeff Koehler ‘70
• 50/50 raffle winner: Brian Burger ‘77, 

who donated most of his winnings to 
the Bay Alumni Foundation. 
A good time was had by all and 

hopefully we can keep building on this 
event in the future to raise even more 
scholarship money. As you can see from 
106 average of all bowlers you do not 
have to be a good bowler to participate. 
Plus, the socials all had a good time 
enjoying the food and beverages, root-
ing the bowlers on and catching up with 
friends from other classes they don’t see 
at reunions.

Thank you to the committee and 
volunteers, Judy Kelly Krueger ‘66; Bill 
Smith ‘71; Karen Obester Adams ‘75; 
Cristine Marco Hoffmann ‘75; Eve Ursek 
Uhland ‘76; Mark Nazario, Bay Lanes and 
everyone who participated or donated to 
this event. Hope more alumni can spare 
the time to attend next year! 

BOWLING              
from front page    

The Class of ‘77 was the Best Dressed Team. Front: Mark Nazario (Bay Lanes owner), 
Ike Watson (Jesus from “The Big Lebowski”), Kathy Moran Outcult. Back Row: Paul 
Pine, Bill Hill, John Outcult, Ed Miller, Mike Gatsos, Curt Snyder, Andy Bagi.
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by LYSA STANTON

Did you know that our beloved 
Clague family were also pet owners? 
Old pictures and family stories tell 

us they owned both dogs and cats, while 
living on the Clague Road farm.

Many years ago, it was common to have 
pets working on family farms in places such 
as Dover, now Westlake. Although most of our 
beloved pets are not working on farms these 
days, they are still a big part of our families.

Can you imagine if Sophronia Clague 

were here today! She would enjoy seeing 
all the pets at the Clague House having 
their photos taken. This month you have 
the opportunity to have your pet’s photo 
taken, as the Easter Bunny returns to the 
Clague House Museum on Sunday, April 7, 
for pet photos from noon to 6:00 p.m. and 
on Tuesday, April 9, from 6-9 p.m. 

Grab your pet and make plans to hop 
on down to the museum, 1371A Clague 
Road in Westlake, to capture some special 
memories of your pet. Money raised goes 
to our community projects, children’s pro-

gramming and Golden Memories program 
for seniors.

The cost is only $10, and you may also 
bring your own camera. Refreshments will 
be served. Please be sure to call us soon at 
216-848-0680 to make your reservation.

Reminder: The Spring Yard Sale will 
take place on Saturday, April 27, from 9 
a.m.-4 p.m. on the lawn of the Clague House 
Museum. If you have any donations for the 
sale, please place them on the side porch of 
the house. You may call us to pick up your 
donations. 

Pet photos with the Easter Bunny at Clague House Museum
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Westlake looks to ‘pave paradise 
and put up a parking lot’
by JAN SCHMITT

Last March I was shocked and sad-
dened over the trees cut down at 
Clague Park south of the pool. 

When I saw this destruction of trees, 
I recalled that Sophronia Clague loved 
her trees.

As William Robishaw wrote in 
his book, “You’ve Come A Long Way 
Westlake”: “One of Sophronia’s wishes, 
expressed in her formal granting of the 
land to the Village, was that the trees 
in the “woodlot” should never feel the 
stroke of an ax. When Hilliard Road was 
extended through Westlake, Sophro-
nia was nearly heartbroken when the 
southern edge of the virgin forest was 
removed to make room for the new 
roadway. This stipulation by Sophronia 
explains why a large part of the park 
bordering the western Hilliard Road 
entrance remains as natural growth.”

The City of Westlake cut down 
3/4-acre from the “wood lot” for Clague 
Park Pool expansion. The expansion 
could have gone toward the north of 
the present pool into open grassland. 
Apparently someone wanted the new 
building to face the corner of Clague 
and Hilliard Roads for all to see, instead 
of preserving trees on city property. 
And no one at City Hall thought about 
checking for a deed? This would have 
never happened in neighboring Bay 
Village’s Cahoon Park!

Now the City is planning on putting 
in four new baseball diamonds behind 
Clague Museum and Playhouse. They 
are planning on taking out a dozen or 
more trees, on the north side of museum, 
so they can greatly expand the parking 
lot on both sides of the museum. They 
will be taking out 31 trees total according 
to their latest plans.

This is the area where the Westlake 

Historical Society has their Antique and 
Craft Show every year. The antiques 
dealers always send in their contracts 
early to get their shaded spots for the 
show, which is the main fundraiser for 
the Westlake Historical Society. Dealers 
will not set up in the hot sun, especially 
on a hot parking lot in July, as no one 
will be shopping – it’s just too hot for 
most people.

I personally find it very disrespect-
ful that the City would accept this land 
in the 1920s as the township’s first 
park and then take out so many trees 
against the Clagues’ wishes. I also am 
bewildered that fellow board members 
of the Historical Society, who knew 
about these changes, didn’t do more to 
protect the wishes of the Clagues; both 
with the pool renovations and now this 
huge parking lot on both sides of the 
Clague Museum.

I believe there are other options 
instead of cutting down even more 
trees. Please contact Bob Kelly (bkelly@
cityofwestlake.org), Jim Bedell (jbe-
dell@cityofwestlake.org) and Mayor 
Clough (dclough@cityofwestlake.org) 
and express your views or comments 
and other possible options for this 
parking lot. There is a large grassy area 
across the street near the monument, 
which could stay a grassy area, and be 
used for overflow parking.

It’s too late for the trees next to the 
pool, but perhaps with your help, we 
can save the trees next to the Clague 
Museum. Before you email, take a look 
behind the Westlake Rec Center, to see 
the huge cleared wooded lot for the 
new senior center. A great loss of natu-
ral green space and animal habitat, for 
a building that could have been built 
in another location, and not put our 
senior citizens at risk trying to pull out 
onto Center Ridge or Hilliard. 

READER’S OPINION

by NANCY BROWN

Please remember 
to check gates and 
fencing as some-

times they are left open 
or not properly secured 
by lawn care profession-
als, heavy winds and 
other individuals enter-
ing the premises. Con-
sider attaching a sign that 
reads “please close gate.” 
You can also secure gates 
with bungee cords (which 
might be chewed), locks or 
clips.

This is also a good 
time to inspect fencing 
and to insure electronic 
containment is working 
properly and to mark it for 
landscapers.

Check around your 
fencing for low areas where 
animals may have dug in 
or the ground has shifted 
around your fencing.

If putting up or modi-
fying fencing inspect it well 
to ensure it is secured prop-
erly and how much space is 
visible from the fence to the 
ground. Consider adhering 
chicken wire fencing to the 
bottom. Since some pets 
can scale or jump fencing, 
don’t leave choke collars on 
dogs so they don’t get hung 
on the fence. Consider 
electronic containment 
or good tethering within 
fencing.  

Remember with just 
electronic containment 
you are containing your 
pet but not keeping others 
out. Have a clear under-
standing of boundaries 
and what potential issues 
can arise with electronic 
fencing (deliveries, power 
outages, etc.). Check city 
ordinances as some clearly 
state dogs are not to be left 
unsupervised or without 

pet owner visible with this 
product.

Pets can open doors 
and break through screens. 
Check and maintain your 
doors and screens to 
ensure safety for all.

Please also remember 
to keep a collar with cur-
rent identification and a 
current rabies tag on all 
pets, and a county license 
tag for all dogs. This could 
be a free ticket home and 
keep pets from being over-
vaccinated.

Please report all lost 
and found animals to the 
to police and ask them to 
make a log entry. If they 
have a kennel take the 
pet to that kennel for the 
safety of all.

All current ordi-
nances are available on 
the city websites or by 
contacting your city law 
department. 

Protect your pets this spring
PET CARE

by DENNIS DRISCOLL

The Bay Village City 
Council is consider-
ing amending the 

rear yard fencing require-
ments to allow more 
options to a home owner. 
At the Environment, Safety 
and Community Services 
Committee meeting on 
March 18, the main discus-
sions focused on the follow-
ing rear yard fencing issues: 
(1) increasing the height of 
a rear yard fence from four 
feet to five feet, requiring 
75 percent transparency 
for any fence higher than 
four feet; and (2) expand-
ing the length of a privacy 
screen from 32 feet to 40 
feet and allowing an addi-
tional eight feet of decreas-
ing transitional screen in 
either direction.

Currently, Bay Village 
limits the height of a rear 
yard fence to four feet. 
Furthermore, there is no 
transparency requirement 
for a rear yard fence. As to 
a rear yard privacy screen, 
a privacy screen shall not 
exceed six feet, four inches 
in height, and the privacy 
screen shall not exceed 32 
feet in any direction.  

Unlike Bay Village, all 
other municipalities on the 
westside of Cleveland allow 
the height of a rear yard 

fence to be six feet. Some 
of these municipalities do 
not have any transparency 
requirement and, for those 
municipalities that do have 
a transparency require-
ment, it is generally no 
greater than 50 percent.

The municipalities 
that allow a rear yard fence 
of a height of six feet with no 
transparency requirement 
do not have provisions for 
privacy screens. Rocky River 
allows rear yard privacy 
screens of a six-foot height, 
with less than 25 percent 
transparency on not more 
than two sides of an area.

At the Committee 
meeting, several citizens 
and Council members 
provided input on the 
proposed amendments. 
Citizens commented that, 
as the fencing in a rear 
yard is part of the home 
owner’s private property, 
the home owner should be 
given some discretion on 
the type of fencing they are 
allowed to have. One of the 
concerns raised is the need 
for a home owner to have a 
rear yard fence that would 
retain pets.    

As to the proposed 
amendments on rear yard 
fencing, citizens noted that 
the commercial availability 
of five-foot fencing with 75 
percent transparency is 

very limited, if at all avail-
able, as it is more common 
for municipalities to allow 
a six-foot fence. As to the 
75 percent transparency 
requirement, such fencing 
would be limited to metal 
space bar panels, and 
would not include various 
vinyl or composite fencing. 
As such, it was requested 
that the maximum height 
allowed be six-foot and the 
transparency requirement 
should be 50 percent, as 
other westside munici-
palities permit. As to the 
proposed expansion of a 
privacy screen, the input 
expressed was to allow 
some expansion of the 
length of privacy screens.

At the Committee 
meeting, no formal deci-
sion was made on any 
amendments. The next 
scheduled meeting of 
the Environment, Safety 
and Community Services 
Committee to discuss the 
fencing ordinances will be 
held on Tuesday, April 9, at 
6:30 p.m. in City Hall. If you 
would like to provide your 
input on this proposed leg-
islation, you should con-
tact your Bay Village City 
Council member and/or 
attend the upcoming Envi-
ronment, Safety and Com-
munity Services Committee 
meeting on this topic. 

Should Bay Village permit 
taller rear yard fences?

POLITICS

by JEANINE SURACE

On Tuesday, March 26, the West-
lake-Westshore Arts Council 
presented artist, art teacher 

and historian Sean Crum. Mr. Crum 
gave a wonderful presentation about 
American art titled “American Art: From 
Benjamin West to The Wild West.”

Mr. Crum knows a great deal 
about art. However, he presents 
information about paintings so that 
it is easy to understand, even for non-
artists. Mr. Crum’s enthusiasm for his 
area of expertise and lively personal-
ity is evident in his presentations; this 
one was no exception. His explana-
tion of American masterpieces, both 
common and uncommon, helps the 
viewer see a painting differently, espe-
cially the goal of what the artist was 
trying to convey in the work.

Since the focus was American art, 
there were a number of paintings of 

George Washington; these included 
portraits and crossing the Delaware. 
Some of the impressive artwork can be 
seen locally at the Cleveland Museum 
of Art. This was noted by Mr. Crum in 
the presentation so the audience mem-
bers can take another look at the actual 
painting. Also among these are art from 
the Hudson River School painters, 
Thomas Cole and Frederic Church.

Mr. Crum has taught art and art 
history for 35 years at North Ridgeville 
High School. He is an active artist who 
specializes in etchings and exhibits 
locally throughout the year.

Westlake-Westshore Arts Coun-
cil board members meet on the 
first Monday of the month at 7 p.m. 
at Westlake Porter Public Library. 
These business meetings are open 
to W-WAC members and guests. For 
more information on membership 
and programs, visit www.w-wac.org 
or call 440-250-5565. 

Behind the paint of American art 
masterpieces with Sean Crum
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by WILLIAM KRAUSE

As stated in Part I of 
this series of articles 
about the New York, 

Chicago and St. Louis Rail-
road, it was the editor of the 
Norwalk Chronicle news-
paper who is credited with 
christening the railroad the 
“Nickel Plate.” As early as 
March of 1881 he described 
it as the “nickel plated rail-
road.”

Commercial nickel plat-
ing had begun in 1870 and 
was beginning to attract 
attention by 1880. The 
editor said he came up with 
the name on the spur of 
the moment when printing 
some notices for a public 
meeting to be held in Nor-
walk to discuss what the 
townspeople were willing 
to offer to have the railroad 
come through their town. 

It was a common prac-
tice at that time to offer free 
right-of-way and cash incen-
tives to lure a railroad to pass 
through your town, similar 
to the vying for Amazon 
facilities with tax incentives 
today.

He said that: “The pop-
ular slang phrase of the day 
to express one’s satisfaction 
with a plan or an article of 
any kind, was to say it was 
‘nickel plated’. That con-
veyed the impression to the 
people of the time that the 
article referred to was all 
right, or in other words ‘was 
a good thing’.” 

The company quickly 
adopted it as their trademark 
and the headquarters of the rail-
road in Cleveland awarded the 
editor Pass No. 1 on the railroad 
in 1882.

The headquarters had 

been established on two-and-
a-half floors of the Hoyt Build-
ing downtown – at St. Clair and 
Bank Street (West 6th) – the 
same month that the editor had 
first dubbed the road the “Nickel 
Plate.”

Another item of local 

interest is that Daniel P. Eels, 
who had established his 
summer home in Rocky River 
just a month after plans for the 
construction of the Nickel Plate 
began, was the heaviest Ohio 
stockholder and first director 
of the railroad. With his Rocky 

River land purchase, he 
made sure the railroad 
would literally stop at the 
gate of his estate and later 
he would keep his own 
private rail car ready and 
waiting on a siding there. 
A private rail car was the 
equivalent of a private jet 
today.

Eels’ Rocky River 
estate “Oakwood” was, 
according to a wealthy 
and travelled friend of 
his, a place unexcelled in 
America. When he didn’t 
want to wait for the train 
he could take his elegant 
steam yacht to Cleveland 
almost as rapidly.

Only 21 months after 
the company was estab-
lished, the first Nickel 
Plate passenger train, a 
“special,” left Chicago for 
Cleveland at 7 a.m. on Aug. 
30, 1882. 

It arrived at the new 
olive green, slate roofed, 
R o c k y 
R i v e r 
s t a t i o n , 

which was 
d e c o r a t e d 
with flags and 
bunting for 
the occasion, 
and picked up 
Daniel Eels 

from among the large crowd in 
attendance. He joined the other 
railroad officials on board and 
they arrived at the new Broad-
way Station, south of downtown 
Cleveland at about 5 p.m., thus 
making the run from Chicago in 
10 hours, including stops. 

According to the Cleveland 
Herald newspaper of the next 
day the trip thus far had been 
very satisfactory, the roadbed 
in better condition than antici-
pated and everything about it 
looked most encouraging.

The officials spent the 
night in Cleveland and then 
continued on, arriving in New 
York on Sept. 1. After this suc-
cessful inspection trip the gen-
eral contractor handed over 
the possession of the railroad 
to the company with a bill for 
services rendered in excess of 
$18 million. The 600 miles of 
tracks (including sidings) had 
been completed in less than 600 
days. Everyone but William H. 
Vanderbilt was well pleased. 

The Nickel Plate Railroad, Part II
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The Broadway Station, which was located south of downtown near 
Orange Avenue. Image from “The Nickel Plate Road: The History of 
a Great Railroad Company” by Taylor Hampton, World Publishing 
Company, Cleveland and New York, 1947.

The first offices for the Nickel Plate Railroad were in 
the Hoyt Block in downtown Cleveland.

The sleeping berth in Henry Flagler’s private 
rail car. 

The ceiling in Henry Flagler’s private rail car. 

The exterior of Clevelander Henry Flagler’s private rail car, located 
at Flagler Museum in Palm Beach, Florida. The exterior and interior 
in the photos below are comparable to what Daniel P. Eels would 
have had in his private car.

The rear entrance to Henry Flagler’s private rail car. 

Thanks to all of 
our advertisers.

Not yet an advertiser? You too 
can help support the Observer 
and be part of something good 

in our community!
Call us at 440-409-0114 or 

email staff@wbvobserver.com
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Clue into Easter
Sunday, April 14 |3:30-5pm

Family Event with Live 

Animals, Egg Dye & More

Search for clues to the Easter Story in the church
Bring hard cooked eggs to dye a variety of ways
Participate in a family mission project 
Enjoy refreshments, candy, photos with the 
animals, & fun!

Westlake United Methodist Church

27650 Center Ridge Rd. • Westlake OH 44145

All are welcome!

Diaper donations welcomed for mission project

by JENNIFER HARTZELL

On March 21, I attended an event titled 
“Plastic Purge: How did we get here 
and what do we do about all of this 

plastic?” at the Rocky River Public Library, co-
hosted by the Rocky River High School Envi-
ronmental Club and The League of Women 
Voters of Greater Cleveland, Rocky River 
Chapter. The guest speaker was Dr. Michael 
SanClements, author of “Plastic Purge: How to 
Use Less Plastic, Eat Better, Keep Toxins Out 
of Your Body, and Help Save the Sea Turtles!”

I loved this event 
– I thought Dr. SanCle-
ments did a great job 
talking about the his-
tory of plastic, and 
how we have arrived 
at the monstrous plas-
tic problem we face 
today. He talked about 
how over the course of 
history humans have 
had different ages: The 
Stone Age, The Bronze Age, The Iron Age, 
and now we are in The Plastic Age. He likens 
the plastic problem to an invasive species: 
It is not all bad, and arguably plastic saves 
lives daily, but it has become “invasive” and 
we have too much of it in the wrong places.

I found his explanation of the history 
of plastic to be interesting. The beginning 
of plastic originated from trying to find a 
replacement for the ivory that was inside 
of billiard balls. Ivory was expensive, so a 
cheaper alternative was sought, and plas-
tic was born. Then, plastics were in high 
demand during World War II. Plastic produc-
ers popped up all over the place and were 
working at full capacity, producing acrylic, 
nylon and polyethylene, for war needs.

When the war ended, plastic was not 
in such demand, but there now were many 
plastic producers in the United States. The 
decline in demand once the war ended was 
anticipated by the Society of Plastics Engi-
neers, which had been formed in 1942. After 
the war, there was high demand for products 
that had not been available during the war 
and the plastics industry discovered they 
could fill many of those needs. However, 
the public did not like plastic yet, so the 
Society held plastic expos that showcased 
plastic products, and this created a public 
perspective shift. 

Since then, we all know what happened. 
Pretty much everything in our lives is plas-

tic. Try to go even one hour without touch-
ing plastic – it’s impossible unless you are 
sleeping (and if you have a memory foam 
pillow or bed topper, you’re touching plastic 
all night). From the minute we wake up in 
the morning we touch plastic all day: alarm 
clock, light switch, toothbrush, toothpaste, 
phone, computer keyboards, milk jugs, 
coffee makers, etc.

Plastic is incorporated into almost every 
task of our days. Again, I’m not saying that 
all plastic is bad, because it’s not. It’s just 
incredible how this material has become so 
crucial to our lives, when prior to World War 
II no one was using it, at all. And really, that 
wasn’t all that long ago.

Yes, the world has a huge plastic prob-
lem that humans created and that humans 

can also solve. It 
is estimated that 
there are 51 trillion 
pieces of plastic in 
the ocean, which 
is about 500 times 
the amount of 
stars in our galaxy. 
Currently about 
50 percent of the 
plastics produced 
worldwide are for 

single-use items, which are used on average 
for 12 minutes each.

Only about 10 percent of these plas-
tics are recycled, and even when they are 
recycled it’s a problem because plastic is not 
easy to recycle: there are all different types 
of plastic and they are hard to separate. On 
the contrary, metals and glass are easy to 
separate for recycling purposes. 

Dr. SanClements made sure he was 
clear on the fact that there are many good 
plastics out there such as ones used for med-
icine, and there are terrible uses of plastics 
out there such as wrapping single slices of 
cheese. These single-use plastics are the 
ones we all can do something about.

We can vote with our dollars and not 
purchase the cheese wrapped individually 
in plastic; we can drink water from our tap 
instead of plastic bottles, we can bring our 
own bags to the grocery store and we can 
refuse a straw. The solutions to the plastic 
problems already exist, as it was not that 
long ago that humans lived their lives every 
single day without plastic!

I challenge you to see how much plastic 
you can avoid when you go to the store. We 
as consumers can drive the market to stop 
producing single-use plastic, so let’s all do 
our part by voting with our dollars! Also, 
please go to your library or bookstore and 
pick up a copy of Dr. SanClements’ book, 
“Plastic Purge.” 

THE GREEN REPORT

Plastic Purge

There are 51 trillion 
pieces of plastic in 
the ocean, which is 

about 500 times the 
amount of stars in 

our galaxy.

THE MEDICAL INSIDER

by DIANA PI, M.D.

My father was a 3-pack-
a-day smoker. Started 
in the military. During 

the Chinese Civil War, he was 
conscripted to an island outpost, 
fighting the communists. Daily 
the two sides exchanged fire. 
Nightly, frogmen – nicknamed 
“water ghosts” – ambushed and 
killed patrols, cutting their ears off 
for tally. “Brothers killing broth-
ers,” Father said. “You smoke or 
go insane.”

My mother tells a different 
story. The active war ended. In 
1964, the U.S. Surgeon General 
first warned: “Smoking causes 
cancer.” His words reverberated, 
reaching remote corners of the 
world, except, apparently, my 
dad’s ears. “Everybody quit but 
him.” She was not sympathetic.

At 62, he had a heart attack. 
After a five-vessel bypass, a grim-
faced surgeon informed Mother 
that while the heart surgery was 
a success, he feared the worst. 
Dad’s lungs?

For the first time, we learned 
that he had advanced emphy-
sema.

Emphysema is one of the 
chronic obstructive lung diseases 
(COPD) – progressive and irre-
versible. In X-rays, emphysema-
tous lungs swell like overinflated 
balloons.

An entry on the COPD Foun-
dation blog reads: “Have you ever 
seen a fish out of water, how it 
flops around & gulps air & it tries 
to breath [sic] any way it can … 
That’s me on most days!”

Thirty million Americans (12 
percent) have COPD, but millions, 
like my father, have it but don’t 
know. Insidiously, they tire easily, 
dread stairs, skip outdoor activi-
ties. Another shocker: Smoking 
causes 75 percent of COPD, so a 
quarter of COPD sufferers have 
never smoked.

Women have it worse. After 
the 1950s smoking boom, wom-

en’s COPD rate tripled from 1980 
to 2000. Today more women have 
COPD than men. In Ohio, the rate 
is 8.5 percent for women, 6.6 per-
cent for men.

The gold standard for diag-
nosing COPD is a simple huff-
and-puff office test (spirometry).

Doctors can’t cure COPD but 
can make life easier.

Their toolkit: inhalers (ease 
breathing by relaxing airway 
muscles), vaccines (Pneumovax 
and flu shots), in advanced cases, 
supplemental oxygen and maybe 
lung-reduction surgery. And 
smoking cessation.

Using drugs to contain 
smoking damage is like pulling 
dandelions without digging the 
roots. You look busy, but it’s not 
weeding.  

Psst, here’s another shouldn’t-
be-a-secret secret – pulmonary 
rehab.

Study after study shows pul-
monary rehabilitation significant-
ly improves walking distance and 
sense of well-being. It includes 
nutritional counseling, psychoso-
cial support, supervised exercise 
2-3 times weekly for 1-3 months. 
Yet, only 4 percent of those quali-
fied are enrolled. For patients 
hospitalized for COPD, it halves 
the readmission and death rates. 
Works better than drugs. Please, 
consider it.

My father quit smoking, 
lived another 20 years, died at 
82 slumped over a chair. The last 
years were hard. He dragged an 
oxygen tank, rested after show-
ers. Once he and Mother went to 
a school reunion; the excitement 
left him breathless. He couldn’t 
get out of the car. They turned 
around and went home.

As a child, I’d mimic his 
smoker’s cough, hawking and 
spitting over a sink until I was 
dizzy. I went into medicine to be 
him. And from him I learned to 
love a simple life, waking up each 
morning – grateful for having a 
set of ears. 

The powerful emphysema 
treatment nobody knows

Bay United Methodist Church
29931 Lake Road

440-871-2082
www.bayumc.org

COME AND JOIN US 
ON EASTER DAY   

Maundy Thursday Service
Thursday, April 18 - 7:00 p.m.

Easter Service
Sunday, April 21 - 10:00 a.m.
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by ELAINE WILLIS

Wednesday, April 3 (9:30-10 a.m. OR 
10:15-10:45 a.m.) ANGELINA BALLE-
RINA STORY TIME – Join the Baldwin 
Wallace Community Arts School for a 
magical story time and dance lesson! 
Your little ballerina will be delighted by 
the adventures of Angelina Ballerina, a 
young mouse training to be a real bal-
lerina. After the story the young ballerinas 
will learn some basic ballet positions and 
steps and have a chance to show off their 
new knowledge with some interactive 
dance games. This program is for children 
ages 0-5.

Wednesday, April 3 (1-2:30 p.m.) 
CUYAHOGA WEST GENEALOGY SOCI-
ETY HELP SESSION – Join the geneal-
ogy group for an informal walk-in help 
session.

Wednesdays, April 3 and 10 (4-5:30 
p.m.) and Thursdays, April 4 and 11 
(6:30-8 p.m.) BOW WOW BOOKS – 
Stop by Youth Services to sign up for a 
10-minute reading time with a reading 
therapy dog. Registration begins Wednes-
days at 3:30 p.m. and Thursdays at 6 p.m.

Wednesday, April 3 (6:30-8:30 p.m.) 
HORROR FILM CLUB – Join us for anoth-
er creepy classic from the vault ... if you 
dare! New members are always welcome, 
but children under 13 should be accom-
panied by an adult. Please register.

Wednesday, April 3 (7-8 p.m.) ALTER-
NATIVES TO CABLE TV – This program 
will help you sort through the viewing 
alternatives available. Learn about digital 
media players, streaming services and 
additional options. Please register.

Thursday, April 4 (1-7 p.m.) – AMERI-
CAN RED CROSS BLOODMOBILE

Thursdays, April 4 and 11 (4-5 p.m.) 
CODE CLUB! – Learn how to build an 
app, design a video game, and change the 
world through code! Grades 3-4. Registra-
tion begins one week before each session.

Thursday, April 4 (7-8 p.m.) EMPOW-
ERING SENIORS: PROACTIVELY PLAN-
NING FOR THE AGING PROCESS – To 
protect your quality of life as you age it is 
crucial to surround yourself with a team 
of experts who will guide you through 
the aging process. Additionally, there are 
some steps you can take on your own to 
secure yourself through your senior years. 
Presented by an Aging Life Care Manager/
Nurse who has spent her career working 
with seniors and their families. Please 
register.

Friday, April 5 (4-5 p.m.) GOT SCI-
ENCE? – Join us as we delve into the 
world of science. This month’s topic: 
“Eggs!” Grades 1 and 2. Please register.

Saturday, April 6 (10:30-11 a.m.) 
MOTHER GOOSE ON THE LOOSE! – An 
interactive storytime featuring simple 
books, rhymes, songs and movement. 
For ages birth-3 years old with a caregiver.

Saturday, April 6 (2-4 p.m.) 
CRAFTAPALOOZA – Come to the library 
and help us clean out our craft closet! A 
variety of make-it and take-it crafts will 

be available at the Youth Services desk.

Saturday, April 6 (3:30-5 p.m.) STEAM-
MAKER LAB: CHEMISTS CELEBRATE 
EARTH WEEK – Take note: the Chem-
istry of Paper. Grades 3-5. Please register.

Saturday, April 6 (4-5 p.m.) 3D PRINT-
ING ORIENTATION – In order to use the 
library’s 3D printer, you’ll need to take 
this orientation first. Learn library poli-
cies about using it, how to download a 
3D-printable object, and how to prepare 
it for a great print. Please register.

Sunday, April 7 (2-3 p.m.) AMERICAN 
GIRL DOLL CLUB – Lea Clark, a fifth-
grader from St. Louis, loves animals and 
loves to photograph them. We’ll play 
games and make a theme-related craft. 
Ages 6-11. Please register.

Mondays, April 8 and 15 (3:30-5:30 
p.m.) TEEN LOUNGE – Need a place to 
hang out after school? Come to WPPL’s 
Teen Lounge on Monday afternoons! 
We have computers, video games, board 
games, snacks and more! For grades 7-12 
only.

Mondays, April 8 and 15 (4-5 p.m.) 
LEARNING CENTERS – Learn about sci-
ence, technology, engineering, arts and 
math using STEAM kits set up in stations 
around the PC Lab. Space is limited for 
each weekly session. Grades 4-5. Registra-
tion begins one week before each session.

Mondays, April 8 and 15 (6-7 p.m.) 
NEXT CHAPTER BOOK CLUB – An 
opportunity for adults with develop-
mental or intellectual disabilities to make 
friends, enjoy books and have fun on a 
regular basis.

Monday, April 8 (6:30-8:30 p.m.) PER-
SONAL FINANCIAL PLANNING FUN-
DAMENTALS – Learn the importance 
of financial planning, basic steps in the 
financial planning process, how to put 
the power of compounding to work for 
you. Discussion includes terminology, 
budgeting, retirement planning, invest-
ment options and more. Intended for the 
beginner. Please register.

Monday, April 8 (7-8:30 p.m.) MAKER 
MONDAY: TRANSFORM YOUR MEMO-
RIES INTO DIGITAL – WPPL has Maker 
Stations that can convert your records 
into mp3s, your slides and pictures into 
digital formats and your VHS tapes into 
DVDs. Learn how here! Please register.

Tuesday, April 9 (10-11:30 a.m.) WHAT 
IS CLOUD COMPUTING – ... and how can 
it help me? Discover how Google prod-
ucts, Dropbox, Microsoft OneDrive, Apple 
iCloud, and other cloud-based services 
can make your life easier. Please register.

Tuesday, April 9 (1-3 p.m.) CAREER: 
FINANCIAL ISSUES IN EMPLOYMENT 
– Learn the pros and cons of becoming 
a contractor (1099 employee), working 
part-time or as a temporary employee, 
and asking for a raise or promotion. Open 
your mind to new employment options 
in your future.

Tuesdays, April 9 and 16 (2-3:30 p.m.) 
CONVERSATIONAL SPANISH – Learn 
Spanish vocabulary and pronunciation 

with an expert instructor.

Tuesday, April 9 (7-8:30 p.m.) TUES-
DAY EVENING BOOK DISCUSSION – 
We’ll discuss “The Marsh King’s Daugh-
ter” by Karen Dionne.

Wednesday, April 10 (2-3:30 p.m.) 
INTRO TO SMARTPHONES – Learn the 
basics of using smartphones, such as 
screen brightness, wi-fi settings, adding 
apps and more! If bringing your device, 
please bring all account passwords. 
Please register.

Thursday, April 11 (2-3:30 p.m.) GREAT 
DECISIONS DISCUSSION PROGRAM 
ON WORLD AFFAIRS – Discuss critical 
global issues facing America today. At the 
beginning of each month a copy of the 
article may be picked up at the Ask Us 
Desk. Please read prior to the meeting. 
Please register.

Thursday, April 11 (7-8:45 p.m.) 
CLEVELAND INDIANS’ TEAM HISTO-
RIAN – Come out to hear Jeremy Feador, 
the Indians team historian and archivist. 
Jeremy will tell the story of the Indians 
and their players through objects brought 
from the team’s archives. Jeremy will 
provide a unique way to view the team’s 
long history in Cleveland. A must-see for 
Indians fans and anybody interested in 
baseball! Please register.

Friday, April 12 and Saturday, April 13 
(9:30 and 10:30 a.m.) MUSIC THERAPY 
& MORE – For families and their children 
(ages 0-6 years) who are struggling in an 
area of development. Join us for a hands-
on program designed to teach families 
how to use music to improve their child’s 
motor, communication and social skills 
as well as behavior. This program is led 
by a Board-Certified Music Therapist. Sib-
lings (ages 0-6 years) may also attend but 
must register separately. Each session is 
30 minutes. To register, visit connecting-
forkids.org/music or call 440-570-5908.

Friday, April 12 (10-10:45 a.m.) COME 
PLAY WITH ME! – Open playtime with 
age-appropriate toys. For children ages 
2-5 with a caring adult. Siblings welcome.

Saturday, April 13 (9 a.m.-noon) PAPER 
SHREDDING – Protect your personal 
identity by shredding your confidential 
papers. Gateway Recycling will securely 
shred paper with staples, paperclips and 
rubber bands and will recycle plastic bags 
and cardboard on-site. No binders, spiral-
bound notebooks, metal hanging files, 
large binder clips, or plastic in material. 
The shredding truck will be located in the 
south parking lot. There is no limit to the 
number of boxes you can have shredded. 
Event is rain or shine.

Saturday, April 13 (10 a.m.-4 p.m.) 
SPRINGTIME CRAFTS! – Join us in the 
Youth Services Department and get in 
the mood for spring with some cheery, 
colorful crafts!

Saturday, April 13 (10:30 -11:30 a.m.) 
POKEMON FUN! – A fun morning of 
Pokemon themed play, prizes and crafts! 
Ages 6-11.

Saturdays, April 13 and 27 (2-3 p.m.) 

BRICK BUILDERS – Love those bricks? 
Bring your ideas and imagination! Lego 
and Duplo bricks provided. For ages 3-12.

Saturday, April 13 (3:30-4 p.m.) 
FAMILY STORYTIME – An interactive 
family storytime featuring books, rhymes, 
songs, movement and a small craft. For 
families with children ages 2-6.

Sunday, April 14 (2-4 p.m.) CHESS 
CLUB – Hone your chess skills or learn 
how to play the game. Recommended for 
ages 6+, but all ages are welcome. If you 
have a chess set, please bring it with you.

Monday, April 15 (7-8:30 p.m.) INVES-
TORS’ INTEREST GROUP: AVOID OUT-
LIVING YOUR INCOME – Decisions you 
make today can have a dramatic effect on 
the quality of your retirement tomorrow, 
even if it’s years down the road. Partici-
pants learn about core concepts includ-
ing: portfolio construction, managing risk 
and asset allocation. Please register.

Tuesday, April 16 (10:30-11:30 a.m.) 
TABLET TUESDAY USER GROUP – This 
group will share tips and tricks with each 
other about using iPads and Android 
tablets. Kindle Fire users welcome! Bring 
your devices. Please register.

Tuesday, April 16 (6:30-8:30 p.m.) 
EARTH DAY ORIGAMI – Come cel-
ebrate Earth Day with us! This program, 
designed for adult beginners, will teach 
you how to make a beautiful origami bou-
quet out of recycled magazines! Please 
register.

Tuesday, April 16 (7-8:45 p.m.) KING 
OF THE MOONDOGGERS: ALAN 
FREED AND THE BIRTH OF ROCK AND 
ROLL – Follow Alan Freed on his journey 
to Cleveland and beyond as Rock and 
Roll is being born. Dance at the Moon-
dog Coronation Ball! This program will 
include audio clips from 9 early Rock and 
Roll favorites. Please register.

Wednesdays, April 17 and 24 (10:15 & 
11 a.m.) LET’S SING AND DANCE! – Sing 
and move to the music with Miss Nancy! 
For children ages 2-6 with a caregiver. 
Please arrive early to receive a ticket.

Wednesday, April 17 (2-3:30 p.m.) 
EBOOKS, STREAMING MUSIC, DIGI-
TAL MOVIES, AND MORE! – Learn how 
to access free eBooks and eAudiobooks, 
digital music, streaming movies and 
more! Bring your own device. The class 
will include an open lab. Please register.

Wednesday, April 17 (6-8:45 p.m.) CPR 
– CPR and AED certification for adult, 
child and infant. Instruction by certified 
instructor/paramedic Ken Hehnen. Must 
be 13 years of age. Please register.

Thursday, April 18 (10-11:30 a.m.) 
BEGINNING CODING FOR ADULTS – 
Learn the basics of coding through self-
paced online modules. An instructor will 
be on hand to help get you started and 
to facilitate lessons. The class focus is on 
HTML and CSS. Please register.

To register for any of the programs, 
please call 440-871-2600 or visit west-
lakelibrary.evanced.info. 

Westlake Porter Public Library Upcoming events  

11 Years      1,000+ Citizen Writers      Free at 250 Locations
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Cleveland Foundry
Juniors

∙ 6th-12th grade rowing 
∙ Year-round opportunities
∙ No experience necessary

Check us out online: 
clevelandfoundry.org

440-345-6752 
MikeNock@thrivewestshore.com 

10% off through ’18 for Observer readers.

W E L C O M E  H O M E  
F O R  T H E  H O L I D AY S !

Thrive Westshore 
Is The Answer. 
www.thrivewestshore.com

Do You Worry About Mom 
When You Can’t 

Be Around?

Do you worry 
about Mom 

when you can’t 
be around?

Thrive Westshore 
is the answer.
www.thrivewestshore.com

440-345-6752
MikeNock@thrivewestshore.com

  
 Entrée choices include fried Perch, baked Haddock, macaroni  
 & cheese, shrimp or Pierogies.  Sides: macaroni & 
 cheese or Pierogies.  All meals include 
 French fries, coleslaw, roll w/butter 
 and dessert.  Iced tea and lemonade 
 served.  Soda available for purchase. 

Lenten Fish Fry 
Fridays from Mar 8th thru Apr 12th 

Parish Activity Center 
5:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. 

525 Dover Center Rd. • Bay Village • 440-871-1100 • $13 Adult •$9 Seniors & Children • Carry Out Avail. 

St. Raphael 
Catholic 
Church 

by TARA TONSETIC

The date is set for 
Boomer Bash West 
2019 for Wednes-

day, May 1, from 4 -7 p.m. 
at LaCentre in Westlake. 
The event is one not to 
miss! An entertaining 
and educational event 
for 50+ adults, present-
ed by Northeast Ohio 
Boomer and Beyond 
Magazine.

The night will 
include a mix of enter-
tainment, education, 
raffle/giveaways, com-
plimentary small bites, 
happy hour priced cock-
tails, photo booth fun 
and much more. “We are 
thrilled to be returning 
to LaCentre for Boomer 
Bash West again this 
Spring,” notes publisher 
Brad MItchell. “The pos-
itive energy that the ven-
dors and attendees bring 
to the event truly makes 
the Bash a Celebration 

of Life After 50!”
Pro c e e d s  f ro m 

the raffle will benefit 
OutRun Ovarian Cancer 
or OROC. OROC is a 
volunteer-driven, non-
profit organization that 
is dedicated to raising 
ovarian cancer aware-
ness and money for 
research in Northeast 
Ohio. OROC  is commit-
ted to creating an active 
community of hope and 
empowerment for those 
touched by ovarian 
cancer through aware-
ness, education and 
early detection.

At t e n d e e s  c a n 
purchase $10 tickets 
online at  boomerbash-
west2019.eventbrite.
com  or at the door. Like 
us on Facebook and 
continue to check out 
our website at North-
eastOhioBoomer.com 
for updated details on 
the event. We hope to 
see you there! 

Boomer Bash to be held 
May 1 at LaCentre

by LOUISE SEEHOLZER

The Britannica Ency-
clopedia declares 
that trying to derive a 

“precise, all-encompassing 
definition of jazz is probably 
futile.” But on April 28, three 
outstanding musicians will 
present a gourmet menu of 
jazz music and provide an 
opportunity to define jazz as 
sheer enjoyment for those in 
attendance.

The Jazz Brunch, spon-
sored by the Westlake-Wests-
hore Arts Council on Sunday, 
April 28, from 12:30 to 3:30 
p.m. at Westwood Country 
Club, marks the third year 
that the WWAC is sponsor-
ing this distinctive musical 
event. Proceeds benefit the 
Scholarship Fund of the 
Westlake-Westshore Arts 
Council, which aids area 

high school students 
pursue another level 
of education.

“One important 
aspect of jazz, clearly 
does distinguish it 
from other tradition-
al musical areas … 
the jazz performer is 
primarily or wholly a 
creative, improvising 
composer – his (her) 
own composer, as it were,” 
the Britannica further states. 
Those who have heard the 
blended sounds of Ann Gil-
bert on bass, Dan Maier on 
piano and Bill Marx on drums 
can validate that description.

Abbreviated musical 
profiles of these exceptional 
musicians reveal Gilbert is the 
principal bassist with Cleve-
land Pops, Akron Symphony 
and Blue Water Chamber 
Orchestra. Maier is a former 

member of Blood Sweat 
and Tears and is currently a 
member of the North Coast 
Jazz Collective. Drummer and 
percussionist, Marx, has his 
own jazz ensemble, plays in 
area big bands, local orches-
tras and Brazilian ensembles.

The idea for a Jazz 
Brunch took root following a 
free program, “Bass Extrava-
ganza,” which the WWAC 
sponsored in 2016. Follow-
ing the performance, the 
overflow audience gave Ann 

Gilbert and “Friends” a spon-
taneous standing ovation.

Enjoy this distinctive 
musical event on Sunday, 
April 28, 12:30 p.m. to 3:30 
p.m., Westwood Country 
Club, 22625 Detroit Road, 
Rocky River (complimen-
tary valet parking provided). 
Tickets are $40 per person,  
and include a cash bar, 
Chinese auction and 50/50 
raffle. For information 
call 440-554-7522 or go to 
www.w-wac.org. 
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Dan Maier on piano, Ann Gilbert on bass, and Bill Marx on 
drums will entertain the crowd at the Westlake-Westshore 
Arts Council’s Jazz Brunch on April 28.

‘Jazz Brunch’ defines 
a musical gem

WESTLAKE-WESTSHORE ARTS COUNCIL

by KIM BONVISSUTO

Lee Burneson Middle 
School eighth-grade 
student Alicia Ge won 

the Greater Cleveland You Be 
The Chemist Challenge and 
will participate in the Ohio 
State Challenge for a chance 
to move on to the National 
Challenge.

Alicia and fellow eighth-
grader Yikun Zhou placed first 
and second, respectively, in 
the local You Be The Chemist 
Challenge before moving on 
to the regional contest. Both 
qualified to compete at the 
state level and are students in 
Daniel Berkheimer’s Honors 
Physical Science class.

Alicia answered dozens 
of chemistry and general 
science questions over mul-
tiple rounds of competition, 
besting a field of 29 fifth- to 
eighth-grade students to earn 
the Champion title and a spot 
at the state-level competition. 
The winner of the Ohio State 
Challenge – to be held April 

27 at the Great Lakes Sci-
ence Center – will receive an 
expenses-paid trip to Wash-
ington, D.C., to compete in 
the National Challenge in 
June.

Run by the Chemical 
Educational Foundation, the 
You Be The Chemist Challenge 
encourages students in grades 
5-8 to engage with chemistry 
concepts and their real-world 
applications. The Challenge 
fosters connections between 
industry, educators and com-
munity members to celebrate 
outstanding young learners 
and inspire them to pursue 
STEM careers.

Students compete individ-
ually by answering multiple-
choice questions to advance 
through a series of competi-
tion levels, beginning at their 
school and culminating on the 
national stage. At the National 
Challenge in June, state cham-
pions from across the country 
will receive national recogni-
tion and compete for college 
scholarships. 

Westlake students head to 
state chemistry challenge

PLEASE PROOF READ FOR ACCURACY

5TH ANNUAL SPRING BOUTIQUE
Saturday, April 13 • 11 a.m.-4 p.m.

Rocky River Civic Center
21016 Hilliard Blvd.

Come support Angels on the Avenue with raising money
for the residents of St. Augustine Health Campus.

Over 35 vendors and crafters, Chinese raffle, 
food and baked goods. 

Bring the kids to enjoy activities at the Kiddie Corner 
and see the Easter Bunny!
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by KATHLEEN POE

On Sunday, March 24, 
Reverend R. Keith 
Stuart, pastor of Dover 

Congregational United Church 
of Christ in Westlake, held a very 
different kind of service. You see, 
he had traveled to Nogales, Ari-
zona, and across the border to 
Nogales, Mexico, last November 
and had a front row seat to the 
so-called “Immigration Crisis.” 

On this Sunday, he was not 
being political; not advocating 
illegal immigration or telling the 
congregation what their opinion 
should be. Instead, he simply 
shared his heart.

Rev. Stuart challenged 
the congregation think about 
immigration on a human level, 
a holy level. “Scripture never 
begins with policy, it begins with 
humanity,” he stated.

When we watch the news, 

we hear about the illegals, the 
wall and how we need to protect 
our border. He wanted the con-
gregation to imagine entering at 
a different part of the story. What 
if we started at the beginning of 
the migrant’s journey?

The people of Central 
America want the same things 
we do: to take care of their fami-
lies, put food on the table, be 
free from the threat of violence 
and have hope for the future. 

It is not easy for them to 
leave the country they love. It is 
a long, dangerous journey that 
they undertake; but for them 
there is a small hope to find a 
better life. They are not after the 
American dream, they are flee-
ing the violence of gangs and 
the lack of hope in their home 
country.

The migrants pay a fee to 
someone they do not know and 
travel with people they have 
never met across the desert; 
taking the chance that the guide 
may leave them on their own in 
the desert. 

The organiza-
tion who hosted Rev. 
Stuart’s visit is called 
Borderlinks. They 
are a nonprofit orga-

nization whose only mission is 
to deepen visitors’ understand-
ing of borders, migration and 
social justice.

Throughout the presenta-
tion, Rev. Stuart showed various 
photos he had taken during his 
visit. He showed the congrega-
tion what the wall/fence looks 
like. It follows the terrain of the 
city; in some places the wall is 
40 feet tall and the iron beams 
are embedded 12 feet into the 
ground.

Written, in Spanish, on one 
section of the wall is this mes-
sage: “Never stop protesting 
this wall that separates God’s 
children.”

Rev. Stuart concluded with 
this message: “Our hearts should 
reach beyond borders.” 

Love stands in the doorway
FAITH & SPIRITUALITY

Rev. Keith Stuart (blue hat) and others at a section of the border wall in Nogales, Arizona.
The rocky, mountainous terrain that the migrants 
must traverse.
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edited by KAY LAUGHLIN

We are fortunate that there are many stories filled 
with memories catalogued in the Osborn Learning 
Center. This story comes from Robert, nicknamed Sam, 
Milliken from the Bay High School Class of 1949. 

In December 1937, we moved to a three-room 
“summer” cottage on East Oviatt Road in Bay Village. 
The cottage consisted of a kitchen, living room and 

one bedroom. My parents had to literally drag us three 
kids – Irene, Ron and myself – as we had really enjoyed 
the near west side of Cleveland. We had lived on Bridge 
Avenue for about there years and were comfortable there 
after having moved around the eastern states for the prior 
two-and-a-half years. During those Depression times 
we had lived in 25 different cities. To sum it up, we didn’t 
want to move again.

The cottage had a “sun porch” which served as Ron’s 
and my bedroom. Irene’s bedroom was a small enclosed 
rear porch. There was no insulation. The plumbing pro-
vided the kitchen sink with water which drained into a 
five-gallon bucket and had to be carried outside to be 
emptied.

Heat, what there was of it, was provided by a kero-
sene stove in the living room and a gas cooking stove in 
the kitchen. It was a very cold winter and I don’t recall 
being warm until that following spring and summer. By 
the way, the house did not have indoor plumbing  We 
had an outhouse.

My parents purchased the home on a land contract 
for $1,500. Payments were $15 per month. Over the years, 
my dad added two more bedrooms, a bath, and expanded 
the living room. Subsequently, he moved the house for-
ward over a basement and Richie and Gayle joined the 
family.

We survived the winter and I can attest that we fell 

in love with Bay. We discovered the woods, the 
creek, the ball fields and the beaches. Bay had 
a great school system and proved to be a great 
place to grow up.

There were seven boys that lived in the area 
of Lake, Glen Park, Cahoon roads and the rail-
road tracks. The boys in the “hood” were known 
as the Depot Boys as the Dover train station and 
the RR Section Shanty were at Dover Center. 

The boys were rather mischievous, and in 
that regard, Ron and I led the way. Terry Gil-
lespie was older and a fine athlete. We idol-
ized him. Hubie Gillespie, Bill and Jim Zipp, 
my brother Ron and myself with the Westlake 
(or Dover) boys – the Micheliks, the Deitricks, 
the Canpanas and the Moormanns – made up 
the gang.

We played ball in Zipp’s field across from 
Sylvesters, and later at the baseball field at 
Cahoon Park. We played every day, even in the 
rain. We played basketball in the woods. The 
backboard was nailed to a large oak tree and the floor 
was rich, dark, hard-packed soil which would cover the 
ball and subsequently our hands, face and clothes. The 
latter proved to our mothers that maybe football was a 
better sport.

We built tree houses in the woods and rafts out of 
drift wood. We ice skated on the unfinished Osborn Road, 
between Glen Park and Dover, and also on the creek. As 
we got older, we used the pond behind city hall. Sled 
riding was behind the fire station at the Community 
House. From the top of the hill, if the snow was really 
packed hard, we could make it across the Cahoon reflect-
ing pond to Cahoon Creek and almost to the waterfall 
on the north side of Lake Road. On the east side of the 
valley, we could sled down a gentle slope and on occasion 
make it across the wooden bridge of Cahoon Creek. We 

warmed at the fire station furnace and in the basement 
of City Hall.

The memories of those carefree days can never be 
forgotten. I’m glad my parents had the foresight, the 
determination, the fortitude and the courage to move to 
Bay. They gave us a wonderful childhood.

Incidentally, the “Depot Boys” did pretty well in life. 
Bill Zipp worked with his dad at Zipp’s Manufacturing, 
Hubie Gillespie retired as a fire captain with the BVFD, 
my brother Ron was a policeman in North Olmsted, Jim 
Zipp retired as the chief of police of Lake Zurich, Illinois, 
and I am still involved in the law enforcement profession 
after 40 years. 

I imagine that quite a few people would have never, 
in their wildest imagination, thought that most of the 
“Depot Boys” would be involved in the public safety 
profession. 

‘Depot Boy’ Sam Milliken shares his 
memories of growing up in Bay

SNIPPETS OF BAY VILLAGE

Sam Milliken was inducted into the Bay High School 
Athletic Hall of Fame in 2007.
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by REV. JOANNE ROWDEN

Unity teachings remind each of 
us of the power to transform our 
own individual lives in order to 

impact the transformation of our greater 
community and world. As you begin to 
heal your own mistaken ideas, words and 
actions you impact the greater human 
consciousness. As you and I take responsi-
bility for the way we show up in the world, 
the world as we know it begins to shift. 

Every day, no matter what is occurring 
in your own individual life, you have the 
opportunity to make a difference.

When it feels like the end of your 
world, you’ve arrived at a point of magnifi-
cent opportunity: the possibility of trans-
forming every dimension of your life. How 
do you release old ways of thinking? How 
do you become a conscious co-creator of 
your reality? How do you become an active 
participant in global transformation? 

These questions, and more, will 

be considered on April 5 and 6 at Unity 
Spiritual Center Westlake as we gather for 
our fourth annual Unity of Northern Ohio 
Retreat.

On Friday, April 5, singer/songwriter 
Daniel Nahmod will perform his profound, 
heart-opening original music in a concert 
titled, “Music for Birthing a Greater Real-
ity.” Daniel’s poetic and evocative message 
of peace, love and compassion across all 
nations, cultures and faith has found over-
whelming acceptance wherever he has 
performed. This concert will set the tone 
for our weekend together.

Rev. Robert Brumet, our keynote 
speaker on Saturday, April 6, explores 
where we are as a people in the evolu-
tionary journey of human consciousness. 
We will consider who we are and why we 

are here. As you align your heart’s deep-
est desires with the direction of global 
evolution, you’ll become God’s hands 
and feet, creating the best experience of 
life for yourself and others. Rev. Brumet is 
an ordained Unity Minister, author, and 
instructor of meditation and spiritual 
development.

This weekend of activity is open to 
the public. The Friday night concert takes 
place at 7 p.m. The Saturday retreat is from 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Tickets are $20 for Friday 
night, $30 for Saturday, and $40 for both 
when purchased together. Tickets are 
available online at USCWestlake.org or at 
the door the day of the events. 

Unity Spiritual Center Westlake is 
located at 23855 Detroit Road. For more 
information, contact us at 440-835-0400. 

Holy Week and 
Easter Services

SERVICES AT 9:00 & 11:00 am || 25415 Lake Rd, Bay Village || www.baypres.org

PLEASE PROOFREAD. 

CELEBRATE OUR RISEN LORD
Good Friday, April 19 at 7 p.m.
                       (at LaCentre Conference Facility)
Easter Egg Hunt, April 20 at 10 a.m.
Easter Sunday, April 21; Breakfast 9 a.m. 
                           Celebration Service 10 a.m.
PARKSIDE CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE
23600 Hilliard Blvd., Westlake
(Corner of Clague & Hilliard) www.parknaz.org

EASTER SUNDAY 
WORSHIP - APRIL 21ST

HOLY WEEK EVENTS:

MAUNDY THURSDAY April 18 - 
6:30pm Soup Supper & Communion 
and Children’s Choir

GOOD FRIDAY April 19 - 7pm 
Tenebrae Service  “The Body of Christ” 
with Choir

6:39am Community Sunrise Service 
held at Evergreen Cemetery 
29535 Center Ridge Road

8:15 am Reflective
10 am Traditional
11:28 am Contemporary

Live Stream 
Worship Every 

Sunday at 10am
westlakeumc.org

27650 Center Ridge Road • Westlake, Ohio 44145
Phone: (440) 871-3088
westlakeumc.org

AWAKEN THE 
     CHRIST 
     PRESENCE
              IN YOU

All are welcome at 
Unity Spiritual Center’s 
very special Easter Services

23855 Detroit Rd. 
Westlake, OH 44145
www.uscwestlake.org

Palm Sunday, April 14
   9:00 a.m./11:00 a.m.

Good Friday Experience
April 19, Noon to 7:00 p.m. 
  (You may  come in anytime 
   during these hours)

Easter Sunday, April 21  
   9:00 a.m./11:00 a.m.
   (childcare is available)

What will it take to birth 
a greater reality?

FAITH & SPIRITUALITY
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The girls started an effort to improve 
outdoor recess. Once the girls realized 
the options for outdoor recess were lim-
ited, they created a survey and shared it 
with the school. The students voted on 
what they wanted 
to add to outdoor 
recess.

After the 
results were tal-
lied, the girls 
made a presenta-
tion showing the 
number of votes 
the activities had, 
and the pros and 
cons for each 
activity. The troop 
presented the 
results to Mr. Nick 
Miller, the princi-
pal of Dover Inter-
mediate School. 
Mr. Miller is work-
ing on bringing an 
additional soccer 
net, volleyball net 
and tetherball to 

add to the outdoor recess options which 
will allow more students to participate 
during recess.

The Bronze Award has been a 
very fun experience for our troop. The 
girls are excited to see how their work 
improves indoor and outdoor recess at 
Dover Intermediate School. Congratula-
tions to the Girl Scout Troop 70081! 

Westlake Girl Scout Troop 70081 earned a Bronze 
Award for helping to improve indoor and outdoor 
recess at Dover Intermediate School.

GIRL SCOUTS              
from front page    

Westlake Easter Egg Scramble - April 13
by AL PSOTA 

The Westlake Town 
Criers announce the 
2019 Westlake City 

Easter Egg Hunt and Candy 
Scramble will be held at the 
Westlake Recreation Center, 
28955 Hilliard Blvd., on Sat-
urday, April 13.

There will be two candy 
scrambles: the first at 1:00 
p.m. for those ages 4 through 
6, and the second at 1:30 p.m. 
for those ages 7 through 10. At 
these times the children will 
scramble for wrapped candy 
and also for special eggs redeemable for 
stuffed animals.

For children age 3 and under, there 
is a non-competitive Easter egg hunt 
where the child simply hunts for eggs 
that are redeemed for candy and prizes.

There will also be live 6-foot-tall 
Easter bunnies available for pictures, and 

there will be face painting and refresh-
ments courtesy of the Westlake High 
School National Honor Society.

The hunts are held in the outdoor 
playground area. Come early as the hunts 
start promptly and parking is limited.

There is no charge and a great time 
will be had by all. 

Check out Bay Village Community Theater’s “To Gillian on Her 37th Birthday” April 5-6 at 8 
p.m. and April 7 at 3 p.m. at St. Barnabas Episcopal Church, 468 Bradley Road. Tickets are 
$14 general admission; $12 for students and seniors. Tickets may be purchased at the door, 
by calling 440-847-8494 or online at baytheater.org. The cast, from left: Alyssa Romano, 
Elizabeth Mader, Kaycee Craig, April Needham, Michael Attali, Jim Hagan and Margaret Hnat.
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A day at the beach

by JUDI NORTON

Are you one of the 52 percent of 
adults that are considered unsafe 
near a pool? Did you know most of 

the drownings in the U.S. every year are 
adults? And if you never learned to swim 
and have children, there is an 87 percent 
chance that your children will never learn 
to swim! Let’s put a stop to this!

April is Adult Learn-to-Swim Month 
and the Westlake Rec Center is offering 
free, 30-minute, 1-on-1 swim lessons 
with a certified learn-to-swim instruc-
tor. Give it a try! Lessons available for 

beginners (never been in the water), 
intermediate (able to stand in shallow 
water), or advanced (can swim in deep 
water but not easily, or want to improve 
your skills such as learning to breathe 
while swimming, trying a back float or 
learning to dive in).

All lessons will be held on Sunday, 
April 14, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Pre-
registration required to reserve your 
30-minute session, by calling the West-
lake Rec Center Pool, 440-617-4420. 
Must be a Westlake Recreation Center 
member to participate. Deadline to sign 
up is April 13. 

Westlake Rec offers free 
swimming lessons for adults

by KAREN DERBY

Congratulations to Bay 
High senior Cate Kapal-
czynski and junior Eliz-

abeth Holup on winning Scho-
lastic Silver Medals in writing 
on the national level.

Both had work recognized 
with Gold Key awards at the 
regional level, which qualified 
their work to be judged at the 
national level in New York City.

The Silver Medal was 
awarded to Elizabeth Holup 
for her poem, “The Colors of 
You.” Cate Kapalczynski was 
awarded the Silver Medal for 
her personal essay/memoir, 
“The Phoenix.” 

Bay students win national 
Scholastic Writing silver medals

Valid on any EFT/Coaching Sessions 
booked by June 1, 2019. 

20% OFF

Cate Kapalczynski, left, and Elizabeth 
Holup won Silver Medals in the national-
level Scholastic Writing competition.
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by JEFF BING

Do you ever read an 
interview with a 
high-profile per-

sonality and catch yourself 
scratching your head, won-
dering why on earth that 
person felt compelled to 
comment at all?

Case in point: the recent 
comments by Indians owner 
Paul Dolan, particularly 
the one where he said the 
Indians “lose money almost 
every year” had me – as well 
as many Tribe fans, I imagine 
– rolling my eyes in disbelief.

I mean, I simply do not 
understand the motivation 
in making those comments. 
Were they said as means of 
justifying the trading of sev-
eral of the Indians’ higher-
priced players for relative 
question marks?

We’ve been down this 
road several times with this 
ownership group and it 
always ends the same after 
following this recipe:

1. Strong minor league 
system yields decent talent.

2. Groom talent; when 
time is right, add free agents 
– usually mid-season acquisi-
tions to keep the costs “rea-
sonable.”    

3. Take your best shot 
for a few years. If it doesn’t 
pan out (aka get you a World 
Series title) plead poverty 
(point to so-so attendance 

figures) and start dealing the 
established stars for promis-
ing young talent.

4. When it becomes 
clear that the current group 
of talent is not good enough 
to get you to the promised 
land, trade rest of veterans for 
young (and much cheaper) 
talent and move back to No. 
1 (above).

To be clear, there’s noth-
ing the Dolans are doing that 
surprises me here; this has 
been their M.O. for the two 
decades they’ve owned the 
Tribe. What does surprise 
me though is Paul Dolan’s 
apparent need to comment. 
But again, I ask: why?

Does he really think that 
the group who paid $323 
million for a sports franchise 
would, by pleading pov-
erty, somehow convince Joe 
Fan to pony up more of his 
hard-earned paycheck-to-
paycheck income and help 
the poor Dolans out? I don’t 
know about you, but I’m on 
the verge of tears thinking 
about their financial plight. 
Maybe we should start a 
GoFundMe page for you, 
Paul.

Poor Paul is forever 
miffed by the “lack of com-
mitment” on the part of the 
fans. Has he ever considered 
that that commitment thing 
is a two-way street? Why 
would fans support a team 
that has gone backwards the 

last two seasons when – given 
his track record – they know 
what lies ahead on the hori-
zon?

Cleveland fans have 
seen this movie several times 
before, Paul. You’ve as much 
as said the chances of get-
ting Frankie Lindor to extend 
his contract and remain an 
Indian are remote.

You’ll never admit this, 
but one of the reasons that 
the Indians had a then-record 
attendance home game sell-
out streak was because when 
the Indians became good 
under Dick Jacobs, manage-
ment went “all in” financially 
and the team remained com-
petitive for a solid decade. 
People know when an owner 
really, really puts winning 
first, and fans will support 
them, almost blindly.

Conversely, they also 
recognize a bubblegum and 
duct tape operation when 
they see them, too. Guess 
which category you fit in 
right now?

Your timing in making 
those comments couldn’t 
be worse, with the Browns 
already having relegated you 
to second-class citizenship. 
The Indians get off to a slow 
start this year, and they’ll be 
an afterthought come July. 
Really.

You would have been 
much better off had you said 
nothing. 

SPORTING VIEWS

Sometimes it’s better to say nothing

Since 1948

We specialize in creating beautiful home 
makeovers by providing experienced 

professional design services and  
quality craftsmanship.

We carry all the popular name brands  
from Woodmode to Corian.

Visit our 
showroom!

5218 Detroit Ave. • Cleveland • 216-651-5800 • www.breits.com
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Breit’s
KITCHENS & MORE

We specialize in creating beautiful kitchen 
make-overs providing experienced, professional, 

design services and quality craftsmanship. 

216-651-5800  www.breits.com
5218 Detroit Road, Cleveland, OH 44102

On Tuesday, March 19, my hus-
band and I attended the “State of 
the City” address by Mayor Dennis 
Clough at the Westlake Rec Center. I 
found out about this event by reading 
it in The Observer newspaper.   

I found out our city is in “very 
good hands,” but I also found out 
that The Observer had sponsored the 
event and is a 100% volunteer publi-
cation. I am in awe of the talent and 
dedication of Tara Wendell and her 
father and all the other volunteers 
who put together such a great pub-
lication.  

I want to publicly thank them 
for their time, talent and community 
dedication. 

– Judy Budoi, Westlake

Letter to the editor

by PAM KILPATRICK

Join us on Monday, May 6, 
at 7 p.m. when Mark and 

Carol Nesbitt visit Clague 
Playhouse for a special event.

Mark Nesbitt, originally 
from Lorain, and his wife, 
Carol, will show photos, 
EVP (Electronic Voice Phe-

nomenon) evidence, share 
stories and other informa-
tion about “our” ghost(s) from 
their visit to Clague Playhouse 
in 2018.

Mark was a National Park 
Service ranger/historian for 
five years at Gettysburg before 
starting his own research and 
writing company. Since then 

he has published 14 books 
including the national award-
winning “Ghosts of Gettys-
burg” series. His stories have 
been seen on The History 
Channel, A&E, The Discovery 
Channel, The Travel Chan-
nel, Unsolved Mysteries, and 
numerous regional television 
shows and heard on Coast to 

Coast AM, and regional radio.
Their presentation will 

be followed by a reception 
during which they will have a 
book sale and signing.

Reserved seat tickets are 
$20 and may be purchased 
in person or by phone, 440-
331-0403, during box office 
hours, Wednesday through 
Saturday from 1-6 p.m. or 
online at www.clagueplay-
house.org. Clague Playhouse 
is located at 1371 Clague 
Road in Westlake. 

Special Event: Ghost Investigations
CLAGUE PLAYHOUSE

by TARA MCGUINNESS

CHILDREN
Weekly Storytimes:
• Mondays & Tuesdays (10 a.m.) 

TODDLER STORYTIME – ages 
19-35 months.

• Tuesdays (6:45 p.m.) FAMILY 
STORYTIME – for all ages

• Wednesdays (10 a.m.) BABY 
AND ME STORYTIME – ages 
birth-18 months

• Thursdays (10 a.m.) PRE-
SCHOOL STORYTIME – ages 3-5 
(not yet in kindergarten)

• Fridays (10 a.m. and 11 a.m.) 
FAMILY STORYTIME – for all 
ages

Saturday, April 13 (10 a.m.) 
PRESCHOOL STEAM - Join us for 
stories and a hands-on STEAM (sci-
ence, technology, engineering, art, 
mathematics) activity.

TEEN
Wednesdays, April 3, 10 and 17 (3 
p.m.) TEEN ZONE – Grades 5 & up: 
Hang out with something fun to do 
after school – gaming, art, movies, 
technology and more!

Thursday, April 4 (3 p.m.) WRITE 
ON! – Grades 5-8: Join us for fun, 
quirky and challenging writing 
exercises and activities to get your 
creativity flowing.

Saturday, April 6 (10 a.m.) AP 1 
PHYSICS WITH KAPLAN – Come 
learn from the person who literally 
wrote the book on how to study for 
this exam! Learn about the exam, 
receive study advice from the 

experts, and participate in a Q&A 
with the authors. Participants will 
receive free books from Kaplan. 
Bring your own device or use a 
library provided computer.

ADULT
Friday, April 5 (10 a.m.) BAY-
ARTS BOOK DISCUSSION – Join 
friends, neighbors and library staff 
for a monthly book discussion on 
the BAYarts campus. This month’s 
book, “Salt to the Sea” by Ruta 
Sepetys, is available at the library 
and BAYarts.

Wednesday, April 17 (7 p.m.) 
CAR CAPITAL OF THE WORLD 
- Remember when Cleveland was 
the automobile capital of the world? 
Join the Western Reserve Histori-
cal Society for a look at the 20th 
century and discover a treasure of 
Cleveland-made vehicles.

Thursday, April 18 (7 p.m.) 
ABRAHAM LINCOLN: THE 16TH 
PRESIDENT AS PORTRAYED BY 
JOHN KING – The Civil War started 
158 years ago this month and the 
story of the president who led us 
through that difficult time is still 
fascinating. Join us as John King 
brings Abraham Lincoln to life with 
his portrayal of the 16th president. 
Sponsored by the Friends of the Bay 
Village Branch Library in collabora-
tion with the Bay Village Historical 
Society. 

Please register to attend the pro-
grams online at cuyahogalibrary.
org, call us at 440-871-6392, or stop 
in to the library at 502 Cahoon Road 
and register with a librarian. 

Bay Village Branch Library 
Upcoming programs  

by ERIC EAKIN

Courtney Brewer has been selected 
to receive the Bay Village Histori-
cal Society’s scholarship for 2020. 

Brewer is the daughter of Diana and Kelly, 
who both work in the food-service industry.

Brewer has been a member of the 
National Honor Society the past two years. 
She participated in student council, ran 
cross country, played softball, swam and 
worked as a lifeguard.

Brewer will be attending DePaul Univer-
sity, majoring in psychology and minoring 

in education.
“In my four years of high school I have 

learned three simple values: Hard work, 
to value patience, and generosity. Without 
these values I wouldn’t be the student, coach, 
teammate, friend, and, above all, person that 
I am today. I thank the historical society for 
honoring me with this scholarship. I appre-
ciate their support.”

“Our selection of Courtney was not 
easy; we had many worthwhile applicants,” 
said society President Cathy Flament, “but 
her desire to excel showed through. We wish 
her every success.” 

Bay Historical Society awards scholarship

Courtney Brewer
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Serving Northeast 
Ohio Homeowners 

since 1975

Quality Painting.
T H AT ’ S  A L L  W E  D O !

The Westside’s #1 choice 
for interior and exterior 

painting

Call us at 
216-529-0360 

for a Free Consultation!

neubertpainting.com

PLEASE PROOFREAD. Approval required. ©2017WBVO

CMN
Painting

10% OFF Painting
WHEN MENTION THIS AD

Residential & Commercial 
Exterior & Interior Painting

Owner operated with 
15 years experience 
FREE ESTIMATES

Call Chris Nagle
216.551.6296
cmnpainting.com

A+

PLEASE PROOFREAD.

BY THE TIME YOU FINISH  
READING THIS, YOU’LL BE  

THAT MUCH CLOSER  
TO RETIREMENT.

As a rule of thumb, we’re the type 

to stress the importance of a slow 

and steady approach. However, in 

this case, the ability to 

speed-read may prove 

modestly beneficial to 

you. Because the sooner 

you finish, the sooner 

you’ll be reminded of 

the significant value 

in starting to plan for 

retirement early. You 

see, with each tick of the second 

hand, your retirement edges 

closer. Which is why we’ve always 

believed there’s no such thing as 

planning too early. Thanks to the 

rigorously disciplined, thoughtful 

process we’ve employed 

from day one, Raymond 

James advisors have 

helped countless clients 

reach the finish line 

with the necessary 

resources to accomplish 

all the next things they 

wanted to do. It’s time 

to find out what a Raymond 

James financial advisor can do 

for you. LIFE WELL PLANNED.

While we find the strutting  
gratuitous, the rooster’s  

commitment to starting early  
is strategically sound.

BY THE TIME YOU FINISH  
READING THIS, YOU’LL BE  

THAT MUCH CLOSER  
TO RETIREMENT.

© 2016 Raymond James & Associates, Inc., member New York Stock Exchange / SIPC. Raymond James® and  
LIFE WELL PLANNED® are registered trademarks of Raymond James Financial, Inc. 16-BR3AP-0073 TA 04/16

MICHAEL A. BENTLEY 
Vice President, Investments 

Bentley Wealth Management of Raymond James 
159 Crocker Park Blvd, Suite 390  //  Westlake, OH 44145 
O 440.801.1629  //  C 216.513.0933  //  F 440.801.1636  

www.bentleywealthmanagement.com  //  michael.bentley@raymondjames.com
© 2016 Raymond James & Associates, Inc., member New York Stock 
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michael.bentley@raymondjames.com

MICHAEL A. BENTLEY
Vice President, Investments
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Greenisland 
Irish Restaurant & Pub
LENTEN SPECIALS 
EVERY FRIDAY IN LENT
Open at 11:30am Mon.-Sat.
25517 Eaton Way (off Columbia Rd.)  
Bay Village   •   440-250-9086
Proud to be part of the Bay Village community

620 Dover 
Center Rd.

Open Mon-Fri: 8-6, Sat: 8-5. Closed Sun.

440-871-0899

Jim Sgro’s Village Barber Shop

Wednesday, April 3, 7:30 p.m.
BAY VILLAGE PLANNING COMMISSION
Cuyahoga County Public Library representatives 
will present their pre-application for the new 
branch building.
Bay Village City Hall, 350 Dover Center Rd.

Thursday, April 4-Saturday, April 6, 7 p.m.; 
Sunday, April 7, 2 p.m.
"MAMMA MIA!"
Westlake High School Drama Club proudly 
present the spring musical featuring songs from 
ABBA. Tickets are $7 at the door.
Westlake Performing Arts Center, 27800 Hilliard Blvd.

Thursday, April 4, 7-8:45 p.m.
WESTLAKE UNITY TOASTMASTERS
Improve your speaking and leadership skills in a 
fun, supportive environment. 
Unity Spiritual Center, 23855 Detroit Rd., Westlake

Sunday, April 7, 2 p.m.
BAY VILLAGE CITIZEN/PROJECT OF THE YEAR 
RECEPTION
The Bay Village Community Council invites the 
public to celebrate the 2019 Citizen of the Year, 
Tom Phillips, and Project of the Year, BV60+. 
Refreshments will be served.
Dwyer Center, 300 Bryson Lane

Monday, April 8-Friday, April 12, 8 a.m.-6 p.m.;
Saturday, April 13, 7:30 a.m.-noon
WESTLAKE COMPUTER ROUND-UP
Drop off unwanted CPUs, monitors, tablets, 
peripherals, printers, software, inkjet cartridges, 
cell phones and accessories. Also accepted are 
stereo equipment, microwaves and cameras. NO 
TVs, household appliances or hazardous waste. This 
service is for Westlake residents only (no businesses, 
churches or schools). For more information, call the 
Service Center at 440-835-6432.
Westlake Service Center, 741 Bassett Rd.

Monday, April 8, 7-8:45 p.m.
WEST SHORE ANTIQUE AND HISTORY CLUB 
Paula Slimak will present a program on the 
collectability and history of antique fans. She will 
display her collection. Paula was a political reporter 
in Cleveland during the '70s, as well as a frequent 
antiques auctioneer on WVIZ/PBS’s auctions.
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center Ridge Rd.

Wednesday, April 10, 10 a.m.
HERB GUILD GARDEN CLUB
After the business meeting at 10 a.m., members will 
enjoy a lunch hosted by club members. Following 
lunch, there will be a presentation by Jeff Griff from 
Lowe's Garden Center in Chagrin Falls. Jeff will 
share his memories of England's annual Chelsea 
Flower Show, the world-famous garden show that is 
host to beautiful gardens, entertainment, food and 
gardening education. New members and guests are 
welcome. For more information, call 440-582-0191 
or visit theherbguild.org.
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center Ridge Rd.

Wednesday, April 10, 6-7:30 p.m.
WALKING THE PATH OF DEMENTIA
This "hands on" program will give participants 
the opportunity to learn about the many changes 
people with dementia experience as their disease 
progresses. Adult care is provided by qualified 
staff. RSVP to 440-808-9272.
Arden Courts, 28400 Center Ridge Rd., Westlake

Wednesday, April 10, 6:30-8:30 p.m.
USING WINDOWS 10 SECURITY FEATURES
Join NEOPC (Northeast Ohio Personal Computers) 
as we view 3 mini presentations from the Virtual 
Technology Conference of APCUG: "Microsoft 
Security Center in Windows 10," "New Privacy 
Updates in Windows 10" and "Password Managers 
for All Devices." Refreshments at 6:30 p.m.; 
meeting starts at 7:00. All are welcome; for more 
information, go to neopc.org.
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center Ridge Rd.

Thursday, April 11, 11 a.m.- 6 p.m.
BLOOD DRIVE
Red Cross blood drive in memory of Dr. Steve 
Meadows. Sign up at redcrossblood.org.
O'Neill Healthcare Bay Village, 605 Bradley Rd.

Thursday, April 11, 12:30 p.m.
HOUSING OPTIONS FOR SENIORS
This interactive session will describe options for 
joining a senior community, buying a condo or 
moving to a smaller single family home, along 
with their benefits and costs. Presented by Anne 
Marie Peacock and Larry Faulhaber from RE/MAX; 
hosted by the Bay Village Women’s Club. Free and 
open to the public.
Bay Library, 502 Cahoon Rd.

Thursday, April 11, 7-8:30 p.m.
POETRY SLAM
BMS students will share their love of the written 
word with friends and family. Followed by a 
reception with refreshments. Open to the public.
Bay Middle School library, 27725 Wolf Rd.

Saturday, April 13, 8 a.m.-noon
BIG KID RESALE
Gently used kids’ clothing, size 5T to juniors, 
kids’ toys, games and books, as well as sports, 
music and computer equipment, furniture and 
miscellaneous items. Admission is $5 for the early-
bird preview from 8:00 a.m. to 9:00 a.m. and $1 for 
entrance from 9:00 a.m. to noon. Cash sales only. 
Westlake High School, 27830 Hilliard Blvd.

Saturday, April 13, noon
FREE GRANDPARENTS AND GRANDKIDS 
WORKOUT: SEATED ZUMBA
The class introduces easy-to-follow Zumba 
choreography that focuses on balance, range of 
motion and coordination. Focuses on all elements 
of fitness: cardiovascular, muscular conditioning, 
flexibility and balance!
Breakwater Apartments, 22701 Lake Rd., Rocky River

Sunday, April 14, 3:30-5 p.m.
CLUE INTO EASTER: FREE FAMILY EVENT
Search for clues to the Easter Story throughout 
the church, meet some live animals, bring boiled 
eggs to dye at various stations, participate in a 
family mission project. There will be refreshments, 
candy and fun! Donations of diapers for needy 
families being accepted.
Westlake United Methodist Church, 27650 Center 
RIdge Rd.

Monday, April 15, 6:30 p.m.
HERITAGE HOME PROGRAM
Representatives from the Cleveland Restoration 
Society will visit City Council chambers to discuss 
the technical assistance and loan program 
available to owners with homes 50 years or older.
Bay Village City Hall, 350 Dover Center Rd.

Tuesday, April 16, 10 a.m.
ST. LADISLAS 50+ CLUB
The Chardon Polka Band will be our 
entertainment. Doors open at 10 a.m., brief 
meeting at 10:30 a.m., entertainment at 11 a.m., 
followed by a delicious meal. Cost $11. RSVP by 
April 12 by calling 440-937-8089. 
St. Ladislas Church, 2345 Bassett Rd., Westlake

Wednesday, April 17, 11:15 a.m.
WESTLAKE GARDEN CLUB
Social time at 11:15 a.m., followed by a 
discussion of club business from 11:30 to noon. 
Refreshments will be served at noon and the 
program will follow at 1 p.m. The speaker is Wes 
Davis from the Westlake Watershed Group. This 
group was founded in 2005 to raise awareness 
of storm water quality and  to encourage the 
community to go green. All are welcome; non-
members should call Shirley Lutts at 440-871-
8057 to register in advance. For more information 
go to westlakegardenclub.org.
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center Ridge Rd.

This special edition, featuring the inaugural Bay Village 
city newsletter, will be mailed to all addresses in Bay 

Village, plus our regular delivery to over 250 locations 
throughout Westlake and Bay Village. Here's a great 
opportunity to reach residents, while also helping to 

support community journalism in the Observer free press.

HAVE YOUR MESSAGE

in the May 7 issue of the

to every Bay Village
home & business

Delivered 

Ad reservations due Friday, April 26. 
To participate in this special edition, contact us at 

440-409-0114 or staff@wbvobserver.com

Looking for quality, affordable dental care?
David J. LaSalvia, DDS, Inc.

General Dentist Providing Family & Cosmetic Services
440-871-8588 

26600 Detroit Rd., Westlake • www.drdavecares.com

Kids, Teens
& Emergencies 

Welcome!

FREE...Your Choice! 
Professional Whitening or $50 Gift Certificate 

to Giant Eagle with new patient exam and x-rays

We are pleased to have 
Dr. Christopher Burns DMD

join our practice.


